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Mr. Cisco says that he must have some man as 
competent as himself to act as deputy assistant 
treasurer, but that he can employ a skillfal clerk 

1 $3,000 a year. I do not think that too much. 
He also sets forth that a vast number of persons, 
the relatives of soldiers, will apply for these allot- 
ments, and unless this bill is passed it will be 
impossible for him to get through with the busi- 
ness. ‘I'he increase is almost incaleulable. The 
were entirely satisfied that the request 
was a just one. [ move the previous question. 

I'he previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Houtman 
was disagreed to. 


( nmitlee 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to, 

VOLUNTEER ENGINEERS—AGAIN. 

Mr. WILSON resumed the floor. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If the gentleman from Iowa 
will allow me, he has more than once referred to 
the construction of a railroad between Nicholas- 
ville and Knoxville I have understood that in- 
formation has been circulated privately through 
the House on that subject which is entirely inac- 

irate. Ido not feel at liberty to state here to the 
House, in a manner which would become public 
in quarters where it ought not tga be known, what 
the facts are in connection with the subject; but 
of ove thing [am certain, if the gentleman knew 
them as they exist there would be no ground what- 
ever for apprehension on his part. There is no 
purpose of any commercial operation, or anything 

oking toit, batsimply a military operation which 
will be attended with no more expense, and no 
more cost to the Government, than the ordinary 
agencies that are used by the Government for sim- 
ilar purposes, that is, for transportation in wagons 
with horses, mules, drivers, forage, and so forth. 

{ make this remark because it seems to have 
impressed itself upon the mind of the gentleman 
from lowa as something that is wrong, something 
that is indefensible. | will take great pleasure in 
explaining to him, or to any other gentleman, in 
another forum and in another shape, the facts, and 
all the facts, in reference to it. I have thought 
proper to say this much, and I have thought 
proper to observe a degree of reticence which for- 


bids me to speak more in detail, as, | am sure, the || 


gentleman will understand and appreciate. 

Mr. WILSON. The question which I pro- 
pounded to the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Buair,} the chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, has not been answered. 
no assurance from him, or from any other source, 


that the force which this bill proposes to organize | 


is not to be used in the construction of the railroad 
referred to by the gentleman from Tennessee. 
Che gendeman from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] 


has remarked that this is nota commercial opera- | 


tion, but that it is a military operation, and I sup- 


pose a ** military necessity,’’ for everything goes 


by that term now. How long will it take to con- | 


Struct that railway from Nicholasville to Knox- 
ville? L understand that the distance is some one 
hundred and eighty miles. I may not be quite 
accurate, but certainly it is one hundred and fifty 
miles. ‘The road passes through, perhaps, the 


worst country in the United States for the con- | 


struction of a railway; and I undertake to say that 


that railroad cannot be construéted from Nicholas- | 


ville to Knoxville in less than six months’ time, 


and cannot be constructed at a cost of $10,000,000. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I will relieve the gentleman 


from lowa by saying, in the first place, that there | 


iS ne necessity of constructing the road from 
Nicholasville to Knoxville, for the road is already 
partially built. I will say that, so far as time is 
concerned, nothing that is contemplated would 
take anything like six months; and, as for ex- 
pense, nothing that is contemplated would cost 
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We have | 


| 


fifteen per cent. of the sum the gentleman has 
named. 

As I said before, I cannot meet these several 
points as I would do, for the reason that I feel 
mfself constrained by the circumstance already 
referred to. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. 


suggestion to the gentleman. 


I desire to make a 

He has dealt in 
various mysterious allusions here, and I submit 
to him that he oucht to move that the House go 


into secret session under the joint rule, that we || 


may all be in possession of these facts which he 
deems so important. 

Mr. MAYNARD. T cannot make that motion. 
The President has not authorized me to speak for 
him. 

Mr. WILSON. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see says that this railway is partly constructed. 


I understand that the line has been completed from | 


Frankfort or Lexington to Danville or to Nicho- 
lasville, and that from that point to Danville—I 


probably may not be accurate in the names of the | 


| towns—the grading has been performed, but that 


a great portion of the line is unbroken, and that it 
passes over mountain ranges and hills that will 


necessarily impede the construction of the road. 


It is suggested that tunneling will be necessary. 
Now, we all know, who know anything about 
railroad transactions in this country, that you can- 
not build a road of the length which one would 


necessarily be between these two points in the |] 


there under pay had been employed in the work 
of grading and preparing the ties, and so forth, 
they could have had the entire road almost ready 
for laying the iron at this day, without a dollar 
of additional expense to the Government, and in 
a service which would have been much preferable 


| to them to lying in their tents, simply because in 


the state of the country and condition of the soil 
they could not have transportation. 

Mr. WILSON. The gentleman’s sneer at my 
information does not amount to much for an ar- 
gument, 

Mr. MAYNARD. I beg to say thatl did not 
sneer atall. The gentleman has made a statement 
in reference to that country which I think he would 
himself say, if he was acquainted with it, was in- 
accurate. lam very sorry that not only he, but, 


| it so happens, agreat many other persons are not 
| familiar with the topography or geography of that 


| made. 


time suggested by the gentleman from Tennessee; || 


and 1 will venture to assert that, if the project 


| shall be carried out by the Government, nota sol- 


itary train will pass over the road in less than six 
months’ time, and it is most probable that it will 


take more than a year to construct the road. 


| Knoxville. 


| 
} 
| 
| 


But the gentleman from Tennessee says that I 
estimated the costas too high. If that be so, and 
the suggestion made by him in relation to the cost 
be true, then the road will be built cheaper than 


particular portion of the country. 
no unkind or sneering manner. 
Mr. WILSON. I suggest that the gentleman 
has not contradicted any statement which I have 
He has not stated to the House that my 
information is notecorrect. He has not stated that 
a railway passing from Nicholasville, Kentucky, 
to Knoxville, Tennessee, has not to pass over 
a broken country, over mountain ranges, over 
streams that must be bridged. Nor does he deny 
thattunneling must bedone. None ofthe inform- 
ation on which | based my statements is denied. 
Mr. MALLORY. I will state to the gentle- 


I said that in 


|| man from lowa that an accurate reconnoissance 
|| has been made of that country, and the estimates 
| of able and skillful engineers satisfy us that the 
| cost of the road will not exceed $30,000 a mile, 
| and that the distance between Danville and the 


any road was ever built in this country by a pri- 
vate company; and we all know that it costs the | 


Government more to do work of this kind than it 
does private companies. 

Now, the point which I have made, or endeav- 
ored to make, is this: that the Government has 
determined to build this road, that the entire coun- 


try must pay for its construction, and thatitcan- | 


notbe completed in less than six months, by which 
time I hope our army will be advanced far below 
Our line of communication is now 
open to Nashville. Now, sir, if itis necessary to 
have this road, it is necessary to hate it speedily, 
and you cannot have it in less than six months’ 
time. Further than that, sir, as | have remarked, 
it is to be constructed at the expense of the entire 
country. How long is this war to last? Six 
months? a year? two years? If we shall close it, 
as has been intimated by our Government, in a 


few months, this road will be incompleted at the | 
close of the war, and then it results only in benefit 


to the people of Kentucky and Tennessee. 

The other point I have made is this: that the 
Government must have a fofce to do this work. 
We find that this bill provides for the organiza- 
tion of a certain force. For what are they to be 


used? Are they to be connected with the construc- | 


tion of this road? If so, then this House is called 
upon to pass a bill for the organization of twenty- 
five thousand engineer volunteers for the purpose 
of constructing a railroad that cannot be con- 
structed in time for the purposes of our army 
unless we intend to continue it on after our army 
into the Gulf States. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I will ask the gentleman 


from Lowa whether he is personally familiar with | 


the country of which he speaks, whether he ever 


traveled there and knows anything about it from | 


personal observation ? 
Mr. WILSON. No, sir; not at all. 
Mr. MAYNARD. 
if the gentleman will accompany me ina few days, 
when | expect to go there, in taking him along 
with me and showing it to him. Personal ob- 


1 will take great pleasure 


servation of it would probably relieve the gentle- | 


man very much. 


| road could not be finished in six months. 


point to which the road would have to be built, to 

establish a connection between Knoxville and Dan- 

ville, is within one hundred and twenty miles. 
The gentleman remarked just now that this 


Ido 


not know about that. I think that with force 


enough it could be built in less time. 


He then 


_asked the question, how long the war is to con- 


tinue? Is it to last six months, or twelve months, 
or two years? If the gentleman from lowa will 


| answer that question to my satisfaction, I shall 


be very much obliged to him. FE cannot answer 
it to his satisfaction, or to that of the House. But 
if this war continues, this road which the gentle- 
man speaks of is, in my estimation, an absolute 
military necessity; and I say to him thatifthe war 
be ended in six months, ortwelve months from this 
time, he will concur with me in opinion that the 
condition of things in that southern country will 


| require that we should have facilities, for some 


time after the termination of the war, to send 
troops and munitions of war, perhaps, into these 
States with the utmost facility, if it is necessary 
to doso. 

Mr. WILSON. The only point which the gen- 
tleman has made is that the road is not going to 
cost as much as I have stated. Now, at his own 
figures, it will cost from $3,000,600 to $5,000,000, 


| allowing the shortest line that he has stated. ‘This 


| sity. 
| is to remain at Knoxville, Tennessee? 


is not a question as to whether the Government 
shall build a cheap railroad or a dear railroad. 
That is not the question. ‘The only position on 
which the gentleman can base an argument in sup- 
port of this measure Is that it is a military neces- 
Does the gentleman expect that our army 
Shall not 
our army advance beyond the Tennessee line? 


| And if the army is to advance, must we continue 


| to build railroads? 


How far shail we continue 
them? Where are they to end? And what is to 


| be their aggregate cost to the Government? 


Mr. MALLORY. I will say to the gentleman 
from Iowa, for his information, if he 1s not ap- 
prised of that fact already, that now and hereto- 
fore, as our armies have advanced in the State of 
Kentucky and in the State of Missouri—and it will 
be the same case, ina still more marked degree, in 
the southern States—it has been necessary for the 


} | army to build roads of every description to facili- 
I know this: that if the troops | 


tate transportation. I will say to the gentleman 
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from lowa that when the army gets to Knoxville, | 


it is not my expectation that it will stop there, 


When it reaches Knoxville, by those facilites | 


which we choose to furnish it, it will then have 
access to almostevery part of the Atlantic coast— 


to Beaufort, North Carolina; to Charleston, by | 


way of the Virginia and Tennessee railroad; and 
to Richmond or Washington city. The army can 
diverge in any direction from that point, 

A Memeer. Unless the railroads are destroyed. 

Mr. MALLORY. Ifthe railroadsare destroyed, 
they will have to be reconstructed. 

Mr. WILSON. The gentleman does not an- 
swer my question at all. He does not assert that 
there is direct railroad communication from Knox- 
ville to the heart of the Gulf States. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Certainly there is. 

Mr. WILSON. And communication to the 
Southwest? 

Mr. MAYNARD. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON. And to the Southeast? 

Mr. MAYNARD. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON. How many railroads center 
in Knoxville? 

Mr. MAYNARD. Simply one line of railroad 
passes through the eastern portion of Tennessee, 
which is the central part of the hour-glass from 
which the others diverge. f 

Mr. WILSON. And yet there is a large por- 
tion of the country between the Mississippi river 
and the Atlantic coast which is not at all supplied 
with railroad facilities in connection with Knox- 
ville. Ifthe army is to penetrate that portion of 
the country, you must, if the argument of neces- 
sity be good for anything, continue this railway 
in that direction. 

Mr. MAYNARD. At Knoxville you are ina 
railroad communication which aruculates with 
roads that open up the whole southern confeder- 
acy of States. 


States by direct lines. Therefore I say thatif the 
argument of necessity made in favor of this meas- 
ure is a good one, it will be just as good fora con- 
tinuous railway to the Gulf as it is for a railroad 
to Knoxville. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I raise the point of 
order that the discussion of the practicability, 
feasibility, and propriety of building a railroad 
from Kentucky is not germane to the bill now 
under consideration. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa | 


is opposing the bill because he alleges that the 
engineer corps proposed to be raised would be 
used in building railroads. The Chair does not 
see how it can restrain debate. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The question of 


building railroads by the Government can furnish | 


no good argument against the bill, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no control 
over the conclusiveness of the gentleman’s argu- 
menis, 

Mr, WILSON. My argument may not satisfy 
the gentleman, or any other person. I am only 
giving the reason why I pursue a certain course 


in regard to this 4measure. It is satisfactory to | 


me. Now,I say that those who have interrupted 
me in the course of my remarks have not under- 
taken to give the House any light whatever on 
the principal question which | have put in regard 


to this bill, and that is, whether this force 1s to | 


be organized for the purpose of constructing that 
railway from Nicholasville to Knoxville. 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope the gentleman will 
not persist in these remarks. 

Mr. WILSON. I decline to yield the floor. 

Mr. MALLORY. The gentleman made a 
charge, and i thought he should have allowed a 
reply. 


Mr. WILSON. Thechairman of the Military | 
Committee says that no Department of the Gov- | 
ernment has asked for the passage of this bill. It | 


comes from the Military Committee, and is, I 
think, although unintentional on their part, only 
a part and parcel of the scheme by which this 
railway is to be constructed. I have said all that 
I desire to say on this subject. I should only 
have occupied a few minutes had it not been for 
the interruptions. 

Mr, SHANKS. I wish to ask a question of 


the chairman of the Military Committee. I find || 
that the first section of the bill gives the President || 
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authority to accept the service, or to select and || when the war has closed the Government will, | 


transfer from other regiments, a number of en- 
gineer volunteers, in the proportion of one com- 
pany to each brigade. I find in the second sec- 
tion an arrangement designating the officers fora 
regiment. Now wish to know, if these compa- 
nies are to be raised for the purpose of being di- 
vided among brigades, how can one set of regi- 
mental officers discharge the dutiés belonging to 
their commissions? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will remark tothe 


gentleman from Indiana, that the language em- || 


ployed in this bill is that which is ordinarily or 
generally employed when speaking of cavalry, ar- 
tillery, or engineer forces, It is so much in pro- 
portion to the infantry, or to a brigade. I[tis not 


intended by this bill that every brigade shall have | 


one company of engineers assigned to go with it 
any more than it is intended that every brigade 


shall have a squadron of cavalry, whether they | 


want it or not; or any more than it is intended 
that each brigade shall have a certain amount of 
artillery, whether they want it or not. They are 
to be employed at any voint where the wants of 
the service require them. That is the intention 
of the bill; saa it only speaks of the proportion 
of engineers that may be mustered into service to 
the whole number of troops in service, for the 
purpose of maintaining a proper balance. 

Mr. WILSON. I wish to state, in conclusion, 
that I have no disposition whatever to oppose any 


measure which is necessary to the prosecution of | 


this war.’ I have invariably voted for al! the 
money that has been recommended by the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means, and I hold myself | 


ready to do so in future. I shall also vote for all 
the men who are necessary for that purpose. But 
I have no information from any Department that 


| this organization is necessary or asked for. Nay, | 
j || sir, | will go further than that; if | was convinced 

Mr. WILSON, The railroad referred to by the | 
gentleman is one making east and west connec- | 
tions. The connection 1s not with the southern | 


that the construction of this road was a military 
necessity, and such a necessity that the Govern- 
mentcould not carry on its operations without it, 


| I should not oppose it. ButI am satisfied that the 


operations of the Government can be carried on 
without it, because our armies have already pene- 
trated the rebel States without the aid of such con- 
veniences. In my judgment the construction of 
the road on the part of the Government is really to 
result in the benefit of the citizens of those regions 
through which the road is to pass, and them alone, 
because the time required, as I have already re- 
marked, for its construction, will extend beyond 
the time when I hope this rebellion will have been 
brought to a close. 

Now sir, I am satisfied further, from what has 
been said by various gentlemen who have inter- 
rupted me, that there is something in this bill 


which should be thoroughly investigated, and I | 
therefore move that the bill be referred to the Com- | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. Is that motion debatable ? 
The SPEAKER. Itis. 
Mr. WILSON. I intended to finish my re- 


marks by calling the previous question. I will, | 
however, not do so, if the gentleman from Illinois 


will call it when he has finished his remarks. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I will. Now, Mr. Speaker, 


I suppose I shall not be thought surcharged with | 


affection for the border States, or be supposed to 
favor any measure-which looks to the advance- 


| ment of any peculiar interest of theirs at the ex- 


pense of the country, by anything I may say upon 
this bill. But it does strike me—while | know 
nothing about the connection of this bill with the 
railroad spoken of—that it may be desirable that 
such a road should be built for a shorter or longer 
distance, precisely as it is desirable, in my view, 
that railroads should be built in this city and rail- 
road bridges to cross the Potomac, for the reason 


| that itis much cheaper to build railroads, when 


you have the men to do it, for the transportation 


| of troops, supplies, and munitions of war, than it 


istotransportthem by wagons. And while I know 
nothing about the circumstances in reference to 
the road which the gentleman from lowa says the 
Government have contracted to build, I can easily 
conceive that it would be cheaper to build por- 
tions of this road for the mere purpose of the trans- 
portation required by the Government during the 
war, than to undertake to carry on that transpor- 
tation by the slow processof wagons. And in this 
case might be peculiarly desirable to build this 
road, and cheaper, for the additional reason that 


= 








| suppose, sell it precisely as they contemplate se||- 
| ing the horses, mules, wagons, and other thin 


which have been purchased ‘only for the purposes 
of the war. 

Mr. MALLORY. I was about to state, if the 
gentleman had not done it, that that is precisely 
the case. I think information could be furnished 
by the Quartermaster General’s department which 
would satisfy the gentleman and the House that 
it would be a matter of economy for the Govern- 
ment to build this road, and that the cost which 
has already been incurred for transportation jy 
that portion of Kentucky has swelled to more than 
the cost of the construction of this railroad, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I supposed that might be the 
ease, and I have no doubt there is a disposition 
upon the part of the House, if the President and 
Secretary of War state the construction of that 
road to be necessary, to vote any amount of means 
required for the accomplishment of that purpose. 

Mr. MALLORY. With the consent of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, I will mention another thing, 
that he may have it in mind in the remarks he is 
making. will state that before the assembling 


_of the present session of Congress the President 


had become so well satisfied, that in order to carry 
on the operations of the Governmentin Kentucky 
and Tennessee this road would be a necessity for 
the transportation of troops, supplies, and muni- 
tions of war, that in his annual message you will 
find he recommended the construction of this very 
road as a military necessity—not that I under- 
stand a military necessity in the same light as 
represented by the gentleman from lowa. He 
seems to understand, by the expression, that the 
road must be an absolute necessity, without which 
the army could not move at all. ’ 

Mr. WILSON. Not at all. 

Mr. MALLORY. Nosuch military necessity 
as that existed;*but the testimony is clear and 
explicit that the construction of such a road would 
facilitate the transportation of troops and supplies, 
and cheapen the cost to the Government of the 
military operations in that quarter. 

Mr. WILSON. Let me make a suggestion to 
the gentleman from Kentucky. [understand that 
a bill was introduced carly in the session for the 
construction of this road. I understand that it 
was referred to a committee, but that that com- 
mittee has not yet become convinced of the ne- 
cessity of reporting the bill back to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. MALLORY. I will say to the gentleman 
from Towa that that matter has been acted on, and 
that [ have been instructed unanimously, as chair- 


| man of the committee, to report the bill to the 


House, which I am ready to do whenever I have 
an opportunity. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I did not contemplate occu- 
pying the time of the House but for a moment. 
These thoughts suggested themselves to me as the 
possible solution of the difficulty which the gentle- 
man from Iowa seems to labor under. If the con- 
struction of this road be not an absolute necessity, 
yet we all know how much the operations of the 
Government are facilitated by the means of rail- 
road transportation; and whether the construc- 
tion of such a road shall turn out a matter of 
economy to the Government, will depend very 
much upon the length or shortness of the war. 

Mr. TRIMBLE. Have we not at present a 


railroad connection with Knoxville, Tennessee, 


| by way of Nashville, as well as by way of Mem- 


rhis ? 
, Mr. LOVEJOY. So far as that is concerned, 
Ihave not investigated the matter. I simply men- 
tion this as a general idea that these roads are ne- 
cessary, and that sometimes they may be con- 
structed by the Government with economy,as they 
have been here in this city. I do not profess to 
have investigated this particular case or to know 
the facts in reference to it. But, if the President 
and Secretary of War, and those who have the 
responsibility of the administration of the Gov- 
ernmentand of carrying on the war say they need 
this road, I should be disposed to vote for it. 
Mr. TROWBRIDGE. | have before me Lloyd’s 
American Railroad Map, in which I see there 1s & 
varallel road, about three fourths of which we 
Rave in our possession. There is a road from 
Louisville to Nashville, at which latter place con- 
nection is made with an east and west line running 
to Knoxville. Gentlemen can therefore see fo! 
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themselves whether it would not cost less to trans- 
mort the Government stores, &c., by this route 
than to construct a new road. There can be no 
rence in the distance. 


14, 


rreal Glu 

“ Mr. MALLORY. Let me correct the gentle- 
man. From Louisville to Nashville, the distance 
s one hundred and eighty miles, and from Nash- 


ville to Knoxville the distance is some two hun- 
dred and fifty miles. That, sir, is a fact which I 
know in reference to this matter, yet the gentle- 
man talks about this being a parallel road about 
equally distant from Knoxville. 

‘Mr. TROWBRIDGE, I did not say of equal 
distance from Knoxville. The question | wished 
+) submit to the House was, whether it would not 

more economical with the road already con- 
structed to transport the troops, munitions of war, 
&c., of the Government, although the distance 
may bea litte greater, than to go to workand build 
iow road over the mountain ranges of eastern 
Kentucky and Tennessee? 

Mr. MALLORY. But the gentleman will recol- 
lect that it is the country through which the con- 
templated road passes where the Government 
needs these facilities. 

Mr. TROWBRIDGE. I desire to refer just 
here in this connection to a remark made a few 
minutes ago by the gentleman from Illinois that 
the amount already paid out for transportation 
through this country would go far towards build- 
ing this road. Now, sir, the circumstances under 
which we have paid for that transportation are 
such as | hope and trust may never occur again. 
That country has been in the possession of the en- 
emy; we have foot by footobtained possession of it; 
and I trust in God we shall never again lose pos- 
session of it. We havea parallel road leading 
to the same place, but by a little more circuitous 
route. We have two thirds of that road already. 
The question is, whether we will now, at this late 
day, build a new road, when we have a parallel 


road, or use that parallel road, or so much as we || 


have of it, and go on to take the rest of it. 

It seems to me that there can be no doubtabout | 
the course we ought to pursue, nor is there any | 
question about the facts involved here. I knew | 
when it was announced in this House, not pub- 
licly; when we were told that proceedings had 
already taken place for the purpose of building 
that road, | believed that that was all done under 
the false pretense that it was deemed best to take 
possession of the railroad and telegraply lines of | 
the country. I was absolutely amazed to see un- | 
der that power given to the President an attempt 
made to construct this road; and I hope that Con- 
gress will now, if not too late, interrupt these pro- 
ceedings and stop the wogk where it is. 

Mr. WILSON. I believe on Monday lastthe | 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. apne) offered a 
resolution, which was adopted by the House, call- | 
ing ou the President of the United States for in- | 
formation touching this railroad. I understand 
that we have received no response to that resolu- | 
tion of the House. We have no information on | 
the subject; and until we do have, it is proper 
that we should delay our action on this proposi- | 
tion. 


Mr. MALLORY. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Illinois, I will take the floor to 
say that the gentleman from Michigan is mistaken 
about the charge he has preferred. I am disposed 
to look upon the President of the United States 
asa plain, blunt, honest, direct man. I believe | 
that he is an honest man. I believe that he isa 
patriotic man. It is rather strange that this test- 
imony should come from me in refutation of an 
indirect charge against him by the gentleman from 
Michigan. He says that he is constrained to be- 
lieve that the President of the United States has 
undertaken this work under false pretenses. I 
deny it. I deny it emphatically. The, President | 
undertook this work by virtue and underauthority 
of law which passed both Houses of Congress. 
Ifthe gentleman happened not to be in his place, 
or if he paid no attention to the bill when it was 
up, itis his fault that the law was passed, and, | 
not the fault of the President, that under his oath 
he has executed the law. I will make another re- | 





lowa (Mr. Witson] misconceives this matter 
when he charges that this bill has been introduced 
by the Committee on Military Affairs for the pur- 
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passed giving the President of the United States 


| the right to take possession of the telegraph and 


| mitted to say a word. 
I suppose that the friends of | 


railroad lines of the country, and by virtue of 
which the President is constructing this road, as 


the gentleman from Lowa contends that he is, in- | 
| troduced a bill for the very purpose of construct- | 
| ing this road. 


Mr. EDWARDS. I hope that I will be per- 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 
this bill are impatient to have it acted on. 
Mr. EDWARDS. Does the gentleman pro- 
pose to call the previous question on it? 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 


| question on the reference of the bill. 


Mr. EDWARDS. 
will yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. j 
New Hampshire if he will be brief. Then 1 pro- 
pose to call for the previous question. 

Mr. EDWARDS. This debate, Mr. Speaker, 


seems to me to be of an extraordinary character. 


| The bill before the House simply proposes to 


. . ¢ y* 

increase the Army by adding to it the peculiar 
corps of engineers or sappers and miners. The 
gentleman from Missourl, who reports the bill 


| from the Committee on Military Affairs, declares 


that it is not for the purpose of constructing any | 


railroad, and the gentleman from Iowa, who op- 
poses the passage of the measure, alleges that it 
is for the purpose of constructing a railroad. Cer- 
tain gentlemen too seem to advocate the passage 
of the bill upon the very ground that the gentle- 
man from lowa takes for his opposition to it. I 


| so understand the gentleman from Kentucky, and 





x | of this war. 
mark before Ltake my seat. The gentleman from || 


other gentlemen. They advocate it because it is 
for the purpose of constructing this railroad. 

Mr. MALLORY. The gentleman from New 
Hampshire is mistaken. 1 do not see any con- 
nection between this bill and the project alluded 
to for the construction of a railroad. 

Mr. EDWARDS. 1 was only showing the ex- 
traordinary character of this debate. 
be corrected. 

I come now to the merits of the bili. The only 
question which seems to me to be pertinent to 
the consideration of this bill is, whether this en- 
gineer corps is necessary for the efficiency of the 
Army, eaardmheaste of the construction of rail- 

If that be so, then there is no earthly ne- 


~ 


roads. 
cessity for this discussion about railroads. There 
is no earthly necessity for itunless gentlemen be- 
lieve that there is an intention to spring a trap, 
and indirectly to provide for the construction of a 
railroad. 
such intention; and I certainly would vote against 
this bill if 1 did not deem that this corps was 
necessary for the efficiency of the Army. do not 
vote for it, because | believe that it provides for the 
construction of a railroad. I would not vote for 
the construction of any railroad unless it was pat- 
ent b 


Ido not understand that there is any | 


l propose to call the previous 
Then | hope the gentleman 


I yield to the gentleman from | 


OBE. _ 





~~ 
1027 
captious objection to this bill for the organization 
of an engineer corps. It may be necessary; and 
when I am convinced of its necessity for the suc- 
cessful operation of our forces, | am ready to vote 
for it; but not till then. It has been stated by 
several gentlemen who have occupied the floor, 
that our Army, up to the present time, at least, 





| SO far as we have been informed, has not felt the 


want of an engineer corps. 


We have bridges 


| built, field works thrown up, and fortifications 


erected, and I have never heard of the necessity 
of any addition to our engineer corps. I venture 
to say, if there had been a full regiment of engi- 
neers under General Lander, in Western Virginia, 
they could not have built, like the western volun- 
teers, a bridge between “ dark and daylight.”” In 
almost every regiment of our Army we have reg- 
ularly educated military men, who are not only 
soldiers, but engineers. Their education neces- 
sarily makes them such. We have also among our 


volunteers many railroad engineers, superintend- 


ents,and constructors of railroads, Itis doubtful 
whether there is a western regiment which cannot 
furnish on an hour’s notice all the men you pro- 


|| pose to organize under this bill into an engineer 


lam glad to 


the bill that that was its purpose, and un- | 


less there was a necessity for it and the proper 


means were provided. Whena bill comes in here 
for the construction of a railroad in Tennessee or 
Kentucky, and itis recommended by the Govern- 
ment as necessary to its interest, I will vote for it; 
but I would not vote fer such a proposition where 
there was no provision intended to be made for 
that. 

I will not take up the time of the House in discuss- 
ing the merits of this question as to whether this 
corps is necessary for the efliciency of the Army 
or not. I will only say that this bill comes here 
without the sanction of the War Department, and 


without the sanction of those who are responsible | 


for the success of the Army. 
that we ought not to sustain it. 

This is too importanta bill to pass in this hur- 
ried way. It proposes to add twenty thousand 
men to our present large Army, and it proposes 
to pay them higher pay than we are now paying 
to our soldiers. I have high respect for the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, yet I cannot vote for 
this bill, which they report to us without being 
able to say that it has the approbation of the au- 
thorities who are responsible to us for the conduct 
It seems to me that this bill ought 
not. to be passed by this House, and I hope that 
it will be rejected. 


Mr. TRIMBLE. 


I trust the gentleman from 


|| Illinois will not object to my saying a few words 


pose of fant Te this road. The gentleman || on this subject. 
r, 


from Missouri, [Mr, Rotuims,] before the law | 


Mr. Speaker, I am not disposed to make any 


company. 
It is a little remarkable that during the progress 
of this war no movement of this sort has been 


| made under the direction of the President or the 


Secretary of War. If there had been so great a 


| necessity for it, I think we would have heard of 


it before now. 

Mr. Speaker, in connection with this subject, 
the use to which this engineer corps is to be ap- 
plied has been understood to be that of construct- 
ing railroads. I do not say that that is the sole 
purpose, or any part of the purpose of this engi- 
neer corps. But I may be permitted to say here 
that after reading the President’s message | was 
induced to believe that the influence of the Presi- 
dent would be given to the extension of the rail- 
road from Danville, Kentucky, to Knoxville, 
Tennessee. He believed that to be an important 
military necessity. Though I have great respect 
for the President and his opinions, I beg leave to 
differ with him upon this subject. I have inves- 
tigated this subject, not within the last twenty-four 
hours or the last week, but I have been examining 


| itever since | read his messagé. Various reasons 


led me to that inVestigation. Many of my dearest 
friends and relatives are located near to this road, 
There is not a man upon this floor, not except- 


| ing the delegation from Kentucky, who would be 
| more gratified in rendering any aid or assistance 


to that people than myselfif it could be done with- 
out sacrificing the great public interests of the 


| country. 


Now, sir, I introduced, a few days ago, a reso- 


| lution of inquiry, requesting the President of the 


|; See, 


United States to inform us whether he had ordered 
or contracted for the building of a railroad from 
Nicholasville, Kentucky, to Knoxville, Tennes- 
I did so because | had been informed, by 
what I supposed to be good authority, that such 
a thing was in contemplation, if it had notalready 
been inaugurated, We have received no reply to 
that inquiry; but Lpresume I may be permitted fo 


| say that lafterwards received information from one 


I think, therefore, || 


who | supposed was well informed upon the sub- 
ject, corroborating what I had previously heard. 
3ut it is not necessary that I should refer to pri- 
vateinformation. It has been acknowledged upon 
this floor during this discussion by several gen- 
tlemen that this road was now actually in the way 
of construction. I[ reiterate what the gentleman 
from lowa said, that there is no portion of coun- 
try in the United States over which it would be 
more difficult to constructa railroad than this route 
between Nicholasville, Kentucky, and Knoxville, 
‘Tennessee. The very topography of the country 
proves it, You cannot nda single stream run- 
ning in the direction of this proposed road, In 
the progress of that road, you cross the ridges, 
you cross the hills,and you cannot follow a water- 
course anywhiere. I appeal to the good sense of 
any railroad-man, or of any man who has had any 
connection with railroad matters, whether it is not 
bad policy always to take any other route than 


that in the direction of the water-courses. Letany 


man take a map of the United States, and he will 
find that all the water-courses have to be crossed 
on this line at right angles, and that you follow 
none of them. I lave béen in that country, and I 
know whereof I speak whew I say that you can- 
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i ] dit i y for less 
&60 000 : 
{ | ‘ y Per f ompanies 
t made estimates of 
dcost. The esti- 
ten ort thousand dollars a 
ind I ea out roads to you every 
{ hy | t from two to three times as 
much as the « nates of theengineers. ‘There is 
al I passing t vugh my sé ction of the country, 
t first estimated cost of which was $10,000 a 
t ond $20,000; and yet that road of less 
tl wol dred miles in length, hasalready cost 
f thirteen millions of dollars, and it is 

more than half finis) ed to-day. Now, the 
y over which this proposed road passes is 

1 20 worse than thatover which the road | 
} e refi te we es, for all your hills and val- 

ys are ul nde rlaid with solid roc] 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Ido W to interrupt 
the gentleman: but the qu tion now before the 
Hiouse isa motion to er to the Committee of 
the Whole on tate of the Union, and the mer- 
its of the | n vefore us 

Mr. TRIMBI he disecu h issumed 

vad itud lam} ( y willing 
ild »> to Comm » Whole 
he state of the Union, oranywhere else whet 
I may have in Opportunity to diseu Sit But I will 
soon be through with my remarks 

Without going any further into the question of 
the feasibility of construct rthis road, I have yet 
to hear any man say that its construction Is a 
military necessity. I know that under the law 
which w inadvertently passed af w daysor weeks 

», we gave the Preside a ere 

| complete railroad and telegraph lines. I do 
i believe that sitet bill eould pass this House 

y. There are railroads the construction of 
v hn might have been considered, and which 

htbeconsidered to-day ,asamilitary necessity. 
Ty i! ht lV that the Ra trmore and Ohio ro d was 
amiiitary i ct sSily, ind yetwe ¢ hose to abandon 
it to the enemy, and we have not possession of it 
to-day We probably might have saved to the 
Cs ve} iment double the cost of the construction 


ofa railroad from Danville, Ke eer to Knox- 
ville, Tennessee, even if that read should have 

t $60,000 a mile. We might say that military 
necessity 1 q\ iires the construction of a doublk 
track from this city to Baltimore. I do not deubt 
it, and yet the President and Secretary of War 
have not sought the power toconst tru@tthat double 
track. The city of Washington has only one 
rle track of road leading into it, upon which 
all the transportation of troops, supplies for the 
Army, coal and food for the inhabitants is to be 
transport d, and ye t, 8o Tar I k iow, no apph- 
tion has been made for power to construct a 


doul t CK 
Stull, here in Tennessee, where you have only 
mall column of Army, you hay eranted 
a power to ) I ta road which, taking into 
‘ isidera n eurvy of the road, will not be 
less than on hundred and eighty miles long. 
Gentlemen talk about this being constructed in six 
months ora yey It cannot be done, if all the 
powerand all the energy of the Government were 
ey ended on it. It wo ld be imp ssible from thi 
very nature of the country through which it runs. 


It is said that we have coe ssion of the Louis- 
ville and Nashvill ’ Nashville. We 
certainly will, if we can hk from former success, 
soon have possession of the whole of that road 
extending to Chattanooga, and that will give us 


ro id on 


prosse SS1ION of the Ti noessee and Virginia road 
passing through Knoxville. Now, I state it here 
as my Opinion that you can go to Cincinnati on 
Monday next, on the supposition that you already 
have a road from Danville to Knoxville, and con- 
act for the transmission of freight and troops to 
Memphis, Tennessee, and from there by railroad 
to Knoxville, for less mon y than you can con- 
tract to carry them from Cincinnati, by the Cov- 
ington, Lexington, and Knoxville road. Itmay 
be a litde longer round by way of Louisville and 
Memphis to Kroxville; but when we take into 
consideration the character of the country, and 
the necessary curves which will have to be adopted 
in the speedy construction of the road, which will 
not admit of the tunneling ig of mountains and of 
deep cuttings, it will not be a much longer route. I 
think we may predict that in less than thirty days 
we shall have possession of all those points, and 


| sion upon this bill, if I can help it. 


ron we have a continuous road to Kuda vitte. 
Where, then, is the urgent immediate military ne- 
cessity for the construction of this road, which any 
man ean see c Bneo be comp ileted in six months? 
I wish merely to add, that if this engineer corps, 
to the amount of twe nty-five thousand men, orany 
portion of it, is to be employed in the construc- 
tion of railroads, when no one pretends to say 
they are a military necessity, Tam opposed to it. 
But I am opposed to it for another reason. We 
had an outburst of economy here day before yes- 
ti rday, when we reduced the cavalry force from 
sevent y-fiv e or eighty ae men to fifty thou- 
sand. And now we are eady, upon the heel of 
that, to create by this bill a much larger force to 
be employed for other purposes, adding much 
rreater expense to the Government than has been 
saved by the reduction of cavalry regiments. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I must int rrupt the gentle- 


TRIMBLE. I should like to have con- 
cluded the remarks I proposed to make on this 
subject; butif the gentleman insists upon the floor, 
I must yr ld. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I yielded only for ten words, 
I 


and I do not think I have been much wanting in 


courtesy to the gentleman from Ohio in yielding 
thus lone. Ido not care to discuss the merits of 
this proposition, fowl have not investigated 


What I wanted to say has reference more to this 
particular road than to the enginee rcorps. When 
the President and Secretary of War say that it is 
necessary, why, then I am in favor of sustaining 
them and granting them authority to finish the 
road, and the meansto do it. I shall not yield to 
gentlemen from the border States in my confidence 
in the integrity and straig) \tforws ardness and up- 
rightness of the President of the United States. 1 
am not going to give him into their hands to be 
patronized at all. 1 now move the previous ques- 
tion, 

The previous question was seconded, and 
main question ordered. 

The SPEAKER stated that the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs [Mr. 
Miss ouri] was entitled to the floor for one hour 
to « lose the de bate, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I desire to say some- 
thing about the bill which has been béfore fhe 
House and occupying its attention without hav- 
ing received any notice at all, and pending which 
nothing but the railroad question has been dis- 
eusse d. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. [called the previous question 


/ upon the motion to refer only. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know 
how that can be done. The previous question 
will exhaust itself on the encrossment and third 


Buair, of 


reading of the bill, if it is not referred to the | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. . 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


I do not desire to 


have the bill referred to the Committee of the | 


Whole on the state of the Union. If the House 
are not disposed to vote for the bill I want them 
to vote it down here now, and not let it hereafter 
be resurrected like a ghost to take up more of the 
time of the House, and afford a vehicle for the 
discussion of the railroad question. 

Mr. MALLORY. Before the rventl man pro- 
ceeds to discuss the merits of the bill, | hope he 
will allow me to say a few words. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. No, sir; I cannot. 


I do not intend to have any more railroad discus- 


railroad question comes up the gentleman can dis- 
cuss It, 

I cannot account for the hallucination, strange 
and unaccountable, which has taken possession 
of the gentleman from lowa [Mr. Wison] in ref- 


erence to this bill. He opposes it because, if the | 
billis passed, the engineers authorized to be raised | 
under it may be employed to build a certain rail- | 
road, Why, sir, he might as well oppose the or- | 
vanization of a volunteer force to put down this | 
rebellion because the President might, in his-dis- | 


cretion, invade 
tend to know anything of the fact he states here. 


‘ : 7 | 
Canada with it. He does not pre- 
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underhand with it. Tha it is the whole arecument 
address ; to the House—the apprehension th; at if 
this bill is passed, the President will be guilty of 
some aia rhand conduct, and build a railroad 
under it which the gentleman does not want 2 
have built! I say that the gentleman’s remarks 
had no sortof applic ation to the bill pending, and 
I endeavored to kee p him to the discussion Of th 
bill. I had no obje ction to his stating that he s 
pected the P.esident and the Administration of 
this, that, or the other; but I did object to the dis- 
cussion of the prac ticability and feasibilit y of 
building a railroad in a particular portion of th, 
country upon a bill of this description. 

Now, sir, that this cor ps is essential to the Army 
andto its efficiency cannot be better illustrated thay 
by the fact that already men have been mustered 
into the service as engineers, without there bei; o 
any law under which “the y eould be mustered 
and the y have done service. 

Tl he gi ntleman from Iowa undertakes to say 
that the Army has marched without engineers, | 
say it has not marched without engineers. There 
have been engineers accompanying it, but they 


, 


have simply failed to get the pay of engineers, — 

Mr. WILSON. I did not deny that the Arn ly 
hasengineers. I gave the gentleman credit for t! 
statement which he made, that a few ¢ ompanies 
had been organized. ‘That was all he stated, and 
I admit that. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The ro did 
not give me credit for all I stated then, because | 
said that something more than a few companies 
had been organized. I stated that one company, 
in the Missouri department, had been ors ganized, 
before the meeting of Congress at its extra ses- 
sion, by Brigadier General Lyon, and that a regi- 
ment and some other companies had since been 
organized in that department. The gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. Ketioae] stated that ther 
is now a regiment in Kentucky, under the com- 
mand of General Buell. And I stated that th 
is another regiment at Hilton Head, under 
command of General Sherman, and that there is 
another regiment here, and I understand there 
two. Inall, there are five or six regiments; and 
not only a few companies. : 

Mr. WILSON. Five or six r iments in a ? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. To my knowledg 
from information derived here to-day upon 1! 
floor. There may be more, and I think it possi- 
ble that tfere are more, in independent compani 
and in regimental organizations. I have no doubt 
there are all the engineers mustered now that the 
President will desire to have mustered under this 


ih, 


| bill if it shall pass. 


Mr. WILSON. Then why is it necessary to 
pass this bill, excepting so much of it as is em- 
braced in the last section, or the last but one 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Simply for the rea- 
son that the bill of the last session does not au- 
thorize the raising of engineers at all. 

Mr. WILSON. Then the last section but one 
of this bill is all that is needed. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. That section only 
relates to the pay of the engineers that have be: 
in service. The bill proposes to continue them in 


| service. 


When the || 


Mr. WILSON. Well, then, why is it neces- 
sary to provide that there shall be an organization 
amounting to one company to each brigade in | 
service, if the President now has all the engineers 
that are needed? Why not legalize their muster- 
ing in, and provide for their payment, and | 

rest there ? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Because the Presi- 
dent may think more are necessary, and ther 
should be a law under which they can be mu 
tered into the service. 

Mr. WILSON. Has he so stated? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. He has notso stati d. 
Now, sir, the gentleman from Iowa had a good 
deal to say abo this matter before 1 came into 
the House, and I understand that the gentleman 
stated—and another gentleman has so stated since 
I came into the House—that this bill will create 


_a force of twenty-five thousand men. 


I do not believe he states it as a fact at all. He || 


simply speaks of this thing as a possible contin- 
gency; and while itis admitted upon all hands that 
a volunteer engineer corps is essential to the effi- 


| ciency of the Army, an engineer corps is not to be 


allowed, for fear the President will do something || 


Mr. WILSON. The gentleman will permit mé 
to correct him, so far as Tam concerned. I stated 
that I had information that the number of br igad s 
now in the service is about one hundred and fifty. 
Other gentlemen have stated that they eye 
two hundred. Ifthe number is one hundred and 
fifty, the force would be nineteen thousand; if two 
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hundred, it would amount to more than twenty- 
fve thousand. That was my statement. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
simply authorized by this bill, in the event that 


| 


The President is | 


shall deem it essential to the efficiency of the | 


Army, to fill up this corps tothat number. The 
hill does not require that he shall muster in an- 
other man as an engimeer. It does not require that 
there shall be twenty-five or twenty or fifteen or 
ten thousand, It simply gives the President dis- 
cretion—if jhe can be intrusted with that discre- 
tion—to muster into service this number of en- 


cineers, if he shall deemit essential and necessary. | 


it authorizes him to do it, in other words, to the 
number of one company for each brigade, but it 
does not require that the number of regiments or 


companies shall be brought up to that number at | 


all. And if the gentleman from Iowa desires to 
puta limitation upon it; if he will take the risk ot 
making a limitation and narrowing it down, in- 
stead of attacking the bill for something that is 
notin it, and talking about railroads on an en- 
vineer bill; if he will apply himself to the bill, and 
show how many or how few are necessary, and 


give good reasons to the House for making the | 


limitation, [ shall be very much obliged to him. 
Mr. WILSON. I repeat the statement made 


by the gentleman himself, and that is, that the | 


President has now, so far as the gentleman is in- 
formed, a sufficient number of engineers in the 
Army. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Well, sir, 1t seems 
that the President, on account of thé hasty legis- 
lation of the last session of Congress, which did 
not authorize him to muster in engineers at all, 


deeming that it was essential to the service, has | 
authorized the generals commanding in the differ- | 


ent departments to muster in men as engineers; 
and itis presumed that he has given that authority 
to the extent that it has been deemed necessary 
and proper up to the present time; but events may 
arise, the condition of affairs may be such, that the 
generals in command of the Army and the Presi- 
dent, who is the superior of them all, may think 
that there are still more of this corps necessary, 
and this bill simply gives to the President that 
authority and the sanction of law for what he has 


done, and what I conceive he has done wisely; | 


and at the same time itgives him authority of law 
to increase this force still more if he shall deem 
it proper or important or for the benefit of the 
service. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 
of the gentleman from Missouri whether he deems 
this bill necessary in order to ratify and confirm 
the acts of the President in mustering engineers 
into service? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I do, sir. It is 
necessary in order that the engineers may be paid 
as engineers; and it is necessary in order that 
they may be equipped asengineers. Now, I state 
to the gentleman from New York that the engineer 
regiment at St. Louis have never been paid as 
engineers, 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING 
been paid? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


How have they 


I want to inquire | 


They have been | 


paid as infantry; and when they are called upon 


to perform those labors incident to the engineer 
service—for instance, to build bridges or make 
roads or throw up field works—then, by regula- 


tion, they are allowed forty cents a day additional | 


per man; and General Halleck’s opinion is that 
itis cheaper for the Government to have them as 
engineers, regularly trained to their work, with 
the implements and equipments belonging to that 
branch of the service, rather than to depend on 
infantry to do the work, and to pay them, in ad- 
dition, forty cents a day, while ‘they have little 
preparation for the proper execution of the work. 

When the gentleman from Ohio propounded to 
me the other day the question whether any De- 


partment of the Government had sanctioned this | 


organization, | answered him truthfully. I stated | 


to him that it was not recommended to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs by any part of the 
Administration, but that the Administration had 
given its high sanction to it by mustering into ser- 
Vice five or six regiments of engineer volunteers. 
That is the fact. I have since been at the pains 
to procure a letter addressed by Sectetary Cam- 
eron to Colonel Serrill, commanding a volunteer 
engineer regiment from New York. 
‘* War Department, September 21.”’ It informs 


It is dated | 


Se “3 
|| him that his offer to furnish a regiment of volun- 


teer officers and soldiers is accepted by the De- 
partment, subject to the approval of Governor 
Morgan, as one of the quota of twenty-five regi- 
ments authorized by him, This letter is signed 
** Simon Cameron.’’ Colonel Serrill writes to me 
from Port Royal, where he says eight of his com- 
panies are in the field and in service, that on every 
pay day, when they go to get their pay, they are 
met by the paymasters with a flat refusal; and it 


| requires an absolute order from the commanding 


general of the department to have them paid as 
engineer soldiers. This recurs on every pay day. 


| In some places, where the commanding general is 


not willing to take the responsibility of giving 
such an absolute and direct answer, they are not 
paid at all. 

Mr. VAN VALKENBURGH. There are now 
near this city two regiments from the State of New 
York, which were enlisted as engineers, which 
have been doing duty as engineers at the navy- 
yard, building pontoon bridges, which were mus- 
tered into the United States service as infantry, 
and which have been paid only as infantry. They 
were enlisted as engineers under a similar order to 
that read by the gentleman from Missouri, signed 


| by Secretary Cameron, Colonel Stewart is in the 


command of one of them, and Colonel John Mc- 
Leod Murphy is in command of the other. They 


have been diligently employed for a number of 


months past in building pontoon bridges; and they 
are now under orders to proceed with their wal 
t 


toon bridges. It is eminently proper that these 


| men, having done duty as engineers, should re- 


ceive pay as engineers of the Army. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. What I complain 
of in the matter is this: here is a simple proposi- 
tion, brought forward by one of the committees 
of the House, to recognize the acts of the Admin- 
istration in organizing these five or six engineer 
regiments; or probably there may be, with the 
independent companies, six or seven regiments 
in the service. A bill of this kind, leaving with 
the President the authority, in his discretion, to 
extend its application, if he thinks necessary and 


proper, is attacked from one side of the House, | 


and aclamor is raised against the bill on the purest 
supposition, on the most far-fetched supposition, 
that these men might be employed to do a cer- 
tain work which those gentlemen who make the 


| attack do not desire to have done. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I wish to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri whether the provision in- 
serted in the second section of the bill, subjec.ing 
volunteer engineer corps to the rules and regula- 


tions of war, is notan absolute requirement under | 
the present legislation of the country; in other | 


words, whether there isany existing law at all by 
which volunteer engineers can be so organized and 


| subjected ? 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. No, sir; there is no 


| existing law on the subject. 


| feated as if it be passed. 


There is no such 
thing as volunteer engincers known to the laws 
now. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is what I supposed. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. We have, asI said 
before, five or six regiments in the field doing this 
service, Whose organization has been deemed so 
essential that the President has departed from the 
law, and has, in advance of the law, authorized 
their organization. Circumstances may arise 
which would make it necessary to augment that 
force. Hence the bill was introduced. It has been 
assailed by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Wit- 
s0N] on the ground that these men might be al- 
lowed to build railroads. Why, sir, it does not 
make a particle of difference in regard to the rail- 
road referred to whether this bill be passed or not. 
If the President wishes to have a railroad built, 
he can have it done just as well if this bill be de- 
It will not make a par- 
ticle of difference to him in that respect. He can 
employ civil engineers, and the laborers necessary 


| for the work. There is no kind of difficulty about 


it.” This bill does not prevent him doing it, if de- 
feated, nor does it aid him if it become a law. 
And I say that it does not become the gentleman 
to make an attack of this kind on the Administra- 
tion, or.to assume that it intends to do anything 
underhand in this matter. 

Mr. WILSON. [have not made any direct at- 
tack on the Administration. I have taken the Ad- 
ministration as doing what the gentleman from 


' Missouri says; and that is, that neither the Pres- 


LO2¢ 


ident, Secretary of War, nor any other head of 
Department, has intimated to his committee or to 
this House that this engineer corps is necessary. 
That is no attack on the Administration. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Well, sir, take the 
gentleman at his word; if the President and Sec- 
retary of War are so well convinced of the neces- 
sity of having a volunteer engineer corps, that 
they will in advance of the law, and without any 
law atall, organize such regiments, I think that 
that is as strong an expression as the President 
or Secretary of War could employ in the recom- 
mendation of this bill. 

Mr. WILSON. Hasnotthe gentleman already 
stated to the House that the President has now in 


| the employment of the Government all the engi- 


neers necessary; and if so, I ask him why does 
he not so amend the bjJl as to legalize the act of 


the President in mustering into service these engi- 


neer regiments, and to provide for their payment 
as engineers? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, L have 
attempted to answer both the interrogatories of the 
gentleman once before, and | will make another 


| effort. I said that I presumed that when the Pres- 


ident took upon himself to authorize the organi- 
zation of the volunteer engineer regiments now in 
existence, he authorized all that he or the com- 
manding general deemed absolutely essential at 
the time. I did not say, in the language which 
the gentleman puts in my mouth, that the Presi- 
dent had all the engineers he wanted, but that I 
presumed he had authorized the organization of 
as many as he deemed to be absolutely essential 
to the service up to that time. I said in addition, 
that in.the progress of this war it might possibly 
and very probably be necessary to augment that 
corps to some extent, and that the bill was in- 
tended both to provide for those who had been or- 
ganized, to legalize them, pay them, and equip 
them as engineers, as long as the President deems 
their service essential, and also to give him the 
power and authority to augment the corps to such 
extent as he may deem best for the service of the 
Government. ‘That is the reason why the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs have chosen to frame 
the bill in this manner, instead of in the manner 
which the gentleman suggests. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. The idea of a 
railroad in connection with this bill seems to haunt 
the minds of a good many members. I would 


| like toask the gentleman from Missouri whether 


there is any railroad, directly or indirectly, either 


| expressed or covered up, in this bill? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. There is no rail- 
road that | know of, except in the imagination of 
the gentleman from Iowa; and itis a pure imagi- 
nation on his part, I believe. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 do not understand the gen- 
tleman. Does he not say that no such thing was 
contemplated on the part of the Government as 
the construction of the railroad to which L‘have 
referred ? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
thing about that. 

Mr. WILSON. Then I misunderstood you. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman from 
New York said that the bill seemed to be opposed 
because of the railroad discussion that was got 
up about it, and he wanted to know from me 


whether there was any railroad covered up in this 
bill. 


Mr. WILSON. 


I did not sey any- 


I did not hear the question of 


| the gentleman from New York. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. And I responded to 


| that, that I did not know that there was any rail- 


road in the bill, or anywhere else, except in the 
imagination of the gentleman from Lowa; that it 
was purely a thing of his imagination, so far as I 
know. 

Mr. WILSON. So far as the railroad to which 
I have referred is concerned, the gentleman has 
not got information; because it has been insisted 
by other gentlemen on the floor that the Govern- 
ment does intend to build this road, and that it 
should be.built. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. There are thousands 
of miles of railroads in that section of country, 
but they have nothing to do with this bill. They 
have nothing more to do with it than has the rail- 
road of which the gentleman from Iowa speaks; 


| and that is the very point of complaint which I 


make against the gentleman, that he will make 


| such a covert attack on a bill of this kind, instead 


ai 








of resisting it on 1ts merits or demerits. He im- 
' agines the theory, and makes out of whole cloth 

ensation that this bill is intended to cover 
i” of a railroad from Danville, Ken- 
vy. to Knoxville, Tennessee; and he relies 


uy 
oan 
upon thatargument to defeat a bill which 1s essen- 

of the country and the prosecu- 
tion of the war. Now, sir, | repeat, it makes no 
sort of difference, so far as that railroad is con- 
cerned, whether thi bill passes or not. If the 
President intends to order a railroad to be built, 
the passage of the bill will not aid him. He 
can employ laborers enough to go and build it 
at the usual wages, and he can employ civil en- 
rincers for the purpose, so that this bill will not 
help or hurt in this matter. I desire that the 
House, in voting upon it, shall say by its votes 
whether the five or six regiments of volunteer 
engineers, now in the service, and acting as en- 
rineers, are or are notto be paid as such. That 
is the question which the House is to answer. 
And further, the House 1s to say whether, if in 
the conduct of the war the President shall deem 
it essential for the service to augment the corps, 
it will trust him with that authority or not; and 


* how far he can be trusted. —These are the only 


sents 


A a lly : 


tial to the service 


av re 


things which the House is called upon to decide; 
nothing more nor less. 
‘ Mr. VAN VALKENBURGH. L[understand 
: that, the previous question having been called, no 
amendment is now in order. 

The SPEAKER. No amendment is in order 
except by unanimous consent, 

Mr. VAN VALKENBURGH. Lask unani- 
mous consent to offeran amendment, in order that 
3 if the bill passes justice may be done to those per- 

sons who have already enlisted in these engineer 

” regiments and been mustered, most of them, as 

fantry. [know thatthe two regiments of whom 
: I spoke before have been mustered as infantry, al- 


a 


thoueh they have been doing service as engineers. 


= ° - 
oer 


My amendment provides that they shall receive 
pay forthe time that they have been doing service 


aeruet 


a eneineers, 


The re being no objection, 


Mr. VAN VALKENBURGII offered his 


amendment, as follows: 


ea 
eb Deit ieee 


\fier the word “ miners,’? in the amendment reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, insert the follow 
ing: “or who having been mustered into any arm of the 
erviee shall have been employed as engineers or sappers 


c Fr 


t; : aml miner > so that the section will read: 
Se sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all officers, non 
* % nnmissioned [officers,) and privates heretofore mustered 


into serviee as engineers or sappers and miners, or who 


\- 
er 
1D ‘eT bias eS “§ 


wi sgt having been mustered into any arm of the service shall have 
ee fe been employed as engineers or sappers and miners, shall 
re n all respects be placed on the same footing, as to pay and 
: llowances, bounties, pensions, &c., as engineer officers, 


wmumissioned officers, and privates of the regular 
\rmy, and shall be paid as such for services already ren- 


= Pri *s 


, 


\ir. BLAIR, of Missouri. I am very glad that 
man from New York has offered that 


4 7 I did not know the fact to be that 
: s) \ iv regiments mustered inas infantry 
=: d sv juently employed asengineers. All the 
ee eers in the volunteer service about whom |] 
24 d to Know, the particular facts, had been 
4 a 
at mustered in as engineers—I mean those in Mis- 
z sourit, those in K ntucky, spoke n of by the gen- 
3 tleman from Michigan, [Mr. KeLLoaa,] those 
oie moloyed at Hilton Head, and a good many other 
independent compante Tor peat, Mr. Sp aker, 
that | do not desire this question to be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 1 desire that the question may be taken 
upon itin the House now, and let the bill be either 
passed or defeated by the vote of the House. | 
rope the House will pass upon the merits of the 
bill; that it will vote it down if it thinks it unne- 
ssary Or improper to have more volunteer en- 
Fineer r ‘viments in the service, or vote tt through 
ifit thinks that those men who have given their 
; to the Government are deserving of being 
af ror 
fet he motion to commit was not agreed to. 
he question reeurred on Mr. Van Varken- 
oe, BURGH’s Amendment to the amendment; and it 
ar | was agreed to. 
r Che question recurred on the first amendment 
: reported by the Committee on Military Affairs; 
ai and it was rejected, 
PH ‘The question recurred on the second amend- 
a: ment reported by the Committee on Military 
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Affairs,as amended by the amendment of Mr. Van 
VALKENBURGH; and it was agreed to. 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. I ask the unani- 


mous consent of the House to offer the following 
amendment: 


Add to the end of section one, the words— 

Provided, That the said engineer volunteers shall not be 
employed in the extension of any line of railroad, nor in 
the construction of any new line of such road, which shall 
not have been authorized to be extended or constructed by 
law of Congress. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. L abject. Task | 


unanimous consent to offer the following amend- | 


7 
ment: 


In line five, strike out the words *‘ two majors,” and in- 
sert the words * one major ;”’ so that the clause will read : 
Each regiment shall have one colonel, one lieutenant 


colonel, one major, one surgeon, and one assistant surgeon, | 


one sergeant major, one regimental quartermaster sergeant, 
one regimental cominissary sergeant, one train sergeant, 
one hospital steward, and shall be composed of ten com- 
panies, each company to consist of one captain, two first 
lieutenants, one secand lieutenant, ten sergeants, ten cor 
porals, one wagoner, fifty privates of the first class, or 
artificers, and fifty privates of the second class. 


There being no objection, the amendment was 
received, and agreed to. 

Mr. VAN VALKENBURGH. I ask unani- 
mous consent to offera verbal amendment, to add 
the word *‘officers’’ after the word **non-commis- 
siened.”’ 

There being no objection, the amendment was 
received and agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third ume; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING called for the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


the negative—yeas 57, nays 66; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Joseph Baily, Baker, 
Bingham, Francis P. Blair, William G. Brown, Buffinton, 
Calvert, Chamberlin, Clements, Crittenden, Davis, Dawes, 
Delano, Diven, Dunlap, Ely, Fisher, Frank, Goodwin, Gri 
der, Gurley, Haight, Hale, Hall, Hooper, Julian, Kelley, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Knapp, Lazear, 
Lovejoy, Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Noell, Odell, Pen 
dlieton, Pomeroy, Price, John H. Rice, Richardson, James 
S. Rollins, Shetheld, Spaulding, John B. Steele, Benjamin 
F. Thomas, Train, Van Valkenburgh, Vibbard, Wallace, 


| Charles W. Walton, Albert 8S. White, Wickliffe, and 


Wright—57. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Baxter, Beaman, Biddle, Jacob 
B. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, George Hl. Browne, 
Campbell, Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, 
Roscoe Conkling, Conway, Covode, Cox, Cravens, Cutler, 
Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Fessenden, Hanchett, Harrison, 
Holman, Horton, Hutchins, Lansing, Loomis, McPherson, 
Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Morris, Nixon, Nugen, Pat- 
ton, Perry, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Porter, Potter, Rid- 
dle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Sedgwick, Shanks, Shel 
labarger, Shiel, Sloan, Smith, William G. Steele, Stevens, 
Stratton, Trimble, Trowbridge, Van Wyck, Verree, Voor 
hees, E. P. Waiton, Washburne, Wheeler, Wilson, Win- 
dom, Woodruff, and Worcester—66. 


So the bill was rejected. 

During the vote, 

Mr. ANCONA stated that he was paired off on 
this bill with Mr. Wessrer. 

Mr. COVODE (when his name wascalled) said: 
I heard but little of this discussion; and J] want 
to ask the chairman of the Military Committee if 
the Secretary of War has requested the passage 
of this bill. 

The SPEAKER. No discussion is in order. 

A MemsBer. He says he has not. 

Mr. COVODE. Then I vote “no.” 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM stated that he was | 


paired off on this question with Mr. Van Horn; 
otherwise he would have voted ** no.’’ 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was rejected, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I move that when 
the Houseadjourns, itadjourn until Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT. | move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. ” 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 


ness is the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 


125) to secure homesteads to actual settlers on the 


| public domain, and to provide a bounty for sol- || 
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diers in lieu of a grant of public lands, reported 
from the Committee on Public Lands. 

The .pending question is the motion to recom- 
mit the bill with the following instructions: 


Strike ont the eighth section of the bill, and insert - 
“ind be it further enacted, That the provisions of an act 
entided * An actin addition to certain acts granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged 
in the military service of the United States,” approved 
March 3, 1855, shall extend toand be construed to embrace 
the officers, soldiers, and seamen who have been engaged 
in the military or naval service of the United States since 
the 12th day of April, 1861, or who shall be engaged in such 
service during the present war : Provided, however, That no 
officer, soldier, or seaman shall be entitled to the benefit of 
said act unless he shall have been engaged in the service 
aforesaid for a period of not less than sixty days, or been 
honorably discharged on account of wounds received or 
sickness incurred while in the line of his duty in such ser- 
vice: Provided further, That the widows and children of 


| officers, soldiers, and seamen who shall die from wounds 


received or sickness incurred while in the service of the 
United States, as aforesaid, shall be entitled to the benefits 
of said act. 

And that they further provide that this act, except this 
section, shall not go into operation for the period of one 
year after the close of the war in which we are now en- 
gaged. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is not my 
purpose, sir, to enter into an extended discussion 
of the measures pending. But so much time has 
elapsed since this subject was postponed for future 
consideration, and so many important measures 
have in the mean time engrossed the attention of 
the House, that a brief reference to the questions 
involved may be justified. 

‘yr 7 

The pending bill was reported to the House by 


| the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Porter, | 


as chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, 
It is, in its main features, a homestead bill, grant- 
ing one hundred and sixty acres to every settler 
on the public lands. Its provisions are liberal. 
Every citizen of the United States, or person who 
has declared the intention to become such, being 
the head of a family, or of the age of twenty-one 
years, residing upon or cultivating a portion of 
the public domain for the period of five years, be- 
comes possessed of the freehold. It is not limited 
to the landless, nor is the extent of cultivation des- 
ignated. Its benefits are placed within the reach 
of every one, whether landless or not, who may 
live within the reach of public lands. The first 
Six sections constitute the homestead feature. The 


| seventh section confers its benefits on all persons 


in the Army of the United States. This is sur- 
plusage, for they would be entitled to its benefits 
under the general features of the act. But there is 


| @ provision in the seventh section to which | 


would invite attention: 

** That, as to all persons performing service in the Navy 
of the United States in the present war, or in any foreign 
war during the same, the benefits of this act shall be in lieu 
of prize-money and all extra allowances.” 

Is this discrimination just? Why not impose the 
same restriction on those engaged in the Army? 
The citizen who has remained tn inglorious ease, 
either from choice or necessity , during our national 
perils may, without restriction,avail himself of the 
benefits of the law; but the men of the Navy, who 
have achieved so much, who have added such 
luster to your arms at Hatteras and Port Royal, 


/ at Roanoke and Fort Henry and Fort Donelson, 


who have forced their vessels into the very jaws 
of the enemy’s cannon, and achieved victory by 
their unexampled temerity, are they to be less 
favored than those who have rendered no peculiar 
service to their country? At a time, sir, when 
you are striving to enlarge and increase the effi- 
ciency of your Navy, this provision, in my judg- 
ment, is peculiarly impolitic and unjust. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I desire to call the 
attention of the gentleman from Indiana to the fact 


_ that that provision is borrowed from the several 


bounty land laws that have been passed by this 
Government from the beginning. It does not in- 
terfere with the homestead right of these men as 
citizens; it only excludes those who, as sailors or 
marines, not as citizens, claim the benefit of this 
bill from accepting prize-money. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It will be observed that that 
provision which — to the naval service does 
not apply to the military service. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The reasonis plain. 


| There is no prize-money given to those in the mill- 
| tary service. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Prize-money isa peculiar feat- 
ure in the naval service. It is one of the induce- 
ments held out by the United States and most 
other nations to inspire greater energy and courage 
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in the perilous enterprises upon the high seas. I 
object, however, to this discrimination against one | 


class of citizens. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. One word more, 
and I will interrupt the gentleman no further. He 
intimates that this provision is to be made appli- 
cable to those who win brilliant victories. Now, 
sir, in the war of 1812-14, there were as brilliant 
victories won and as glorious service rendered as 
any which we have seen at any time since, and 
yet sailors and marines in that war, who accepted 
bounty lands, received no prize-money. 

Mr. HOLMAN. While those who have known 
nothing of this war except its advantages, who 
have had the opportunity of its unlimited sources 
of speculation and profit, are required to relinguish 
nothing, while they may avail themselves of the 


benefit of this law, why discriminate against so || 


meritorious a class of those engaged in the public 
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The greater number of the politicians of the | 
South have opposed it, because, in the main, its | 


| benefits would result to the people of the free | 
|| States and such citizens of the southern States as 


service? There are many chances for prize-money | 


on land as well as on sea. 

But the eighth section is, in no wise, germane to 
the bill. It has no application to the public lands, 
but proposes, in lieu of bounty land, to give to each 
of the soldiers who were called into the public ser- 
vice by the President’s proclamation of April 15, 
1861, the sum of thirty dollars, and those of your 
soldiers who came into the public service under 
the act of Congress of July 22, 1861, and who 
shall have served in the Army for the period of six 
months, instead of two years, as provided by that 
act, the sum of $100. ‘This does not increase the 


bounty, but diminishes the time, and places the | 
soldier who shall serve for the war on the same | 


footing with those who have served for six months, 
and pays those who have served for six months 
more than three times as much bounty as those 
who have served for three months. Is this equit- 
able? 

A motion was made to recommit the bill, anda 


motion was then made to instruct the committee | 


to strike out the eighth section, and substitute one 
extending to the soldiers of the present war the 
benefits of the act of March 3, 1855, granting 
bounty lands to soldiers and seamen who had been 
engaged in the service of the Republic during the 
preceding wars; and this motion to recommit the 
bill with instructions is now pending. The merits 
of the bill and pending amendments are somewhat 
under consideration. It will be seen, sir, that the 
proposed amendment, except that it postpones the 


taking effect of the homestead measure for one | 
year, to place the soldier and unwarlike citizen on | 
the same footing—for,with the blessing of Heaven, | 


we will terminate this war within a year—does not 
affect the homestead feature of the bill. 
I take this occasion to say that the proposed 


amendmentis not designed to affect the homestead | 


policy. I cordially concur in the condensed and 


forcible argument submitted to the House a few | 
days since by yourself, sir, in favor of increasing || 


the strength of the Republic by adding to the num- 


ber of its independent homesteads. Its policy can- | 


not be questioned. But I do protest, sir, against 
the appeals which have been made in favor of this 
measure to the members of one of the great polit- 
ical parties of the country. This is in no just 
sense a party measure. Its importance rises above 
all party considerations. 

hol 

enue by the Government was, I believe, first sug- 
gested by that stern patriot, Andrew Jackson, 
while President of the United States; and the sub- 
Ject was first brought before the country as a legis- 
lative measure by that other great citizen of Ten- 
nessee, ANDREW JoHNsoN, who for many years, 
sir, like yourself, has been its unwavering advo- 
cate. I do not refer to either of these names in 
any partisan spirit. The fame of the one is now 


the common property of the country. His name || the Father of mankind 


His spirit || 


is & tower of strength to the nation. 
animates and leads your armies. His noble max- 
im, **the Union must be preserved,’’ swells up 


would emigrate to your Territories to improve their 
fortunes by their own enterprise and energy, and 
because the tendency of this policy was to rapidly 
people your Territories, introducing new States 
into the Union, founded on the idea of free labor, 


| and thus increase the preponderance of that form 


of labor in the control of the Federal Govern- 


public lands diminished the quty on foreign im- 
ports, which the South, as a producing people, 


|| ment, and because the revenue derived from the | 








in the hands of the owner. Every new home that 
is established, the independent possessor of which 
cultivates his own freehold, is establishing a new 
republic within the old, and adding a new anda 
strong pillar to the edifice of the State. 

__ But, sir, subordinate to this great measure, and 
in some respects tending to the same end, but in 
others tending to the old system, is the policy of 
granting lands to such of your citizens as have 
served the Republic in the dangerous pursuit of 
arms. Shall we granta portion of the public lands 
to the soldiers of the present war? A measure of 


|| public policy long adhered to and generally ap- 


regarded favorable to their interests; yet in the | 
South, as I have shown, opposition to the home- | 


stead policy was not universal, while the North, | 


and especially the Northwest, was united in its 
support. 
ing the public lands in such manner as to increase 


In my judgment, the policy of apply- | 


the number of independent farmers, of secure and | 


independent homesteads, decentralizing and dif- 


fusing the wealth of the nation, is of the very first | 


importance; vital, indeed, to the ultimate stabil- 
ity of the Republic. The greatest of the English 
statesmen finds the causes of internal war, sedi- 


tions and factions organized against the Govern- | 
ment, in the centralization of the wealth, and espe- | 


cially the lands of a nation, destroying the interest 
of the people in the stability of the nation. If this 
is true of monarchies, where not only the lands 
and wealth, but the political power and social ad- 
vantages are possessed by the smaller number, 
sustained, too, by military force; if there, when, 
mullis ulile bellum, the greater number could see an 
improvement of their fortunes by the overthrow 
of the existing order of things, the nation totters 


| to its fall, how much more dangerous to a repub- | 
lic where the whole political fabric rests on the 


| everything and those who have nothing. 


’ | ruin of the republic. 
) é The principle of not || 
ing the public lands for the purposes of rev- | 


will of the people! Create a motive in the popu- 
lar mind for the destruction of the Government, 


and what power can resist it? If the Government | 
exists alone for the benefit of the smaller portion | 
of its people, if the greater number toil only for 


| the benefit of the few, why should not the Gov- 
| ernment be overthrown ? 


It is, sir, to the courage and manhood inspired 
by common interests, social and political equality, 
and common hopes, that we are indebted for our 


|| noble army of citizen soldiers, and for our recent 
|| brilliant victories. 


Such motives, sir, have ren- 


proved should not be abandoned unless upon 
weighty considerations. Over one hundred and 
fifty acts have been enacted by Congress on the 
subject of granting public lands to those who have 
been engaged in the military and naval service of 
the Republic. You have granted bounty lands to 
the soldiers of the war of the Revolution and the 
war of 1812, and to those who fought under your 
banner in the war with Mexico. These have been 
the great wars of the Republic. But you have 
granted this bounty in every war with the Indian 
tribes, however unimportant. Indeed, sir, the act 
of the 3d of March, 1855, is so comprehensive, 
revising all former laws, that it embraces every 
soldier and seaman who has been engaged in 
any military or naval service of the Government 
from the beginning of the Revolution down to the 
time of its enactment, even for the brief period of 
fourteen days, or even fora less period, if the sol- 
dier was engaged in any battle. Such has been 
your policy from the beginning, unbroken, unin- 
terrupted. The soldiers of the present war, while 
animated by nobler motives than any mercenary 
considerations, might naturally consider this 
established policy of the Government one of the 
methods by which the Republic would testify her 
appreciation of their services, as one of the meth- 
ods by which the wants of their wives and children 
would be relieved if they fell in her service. Why 
not apply this policy to the present war? Is the 
war itself subordinate in importance to your other 
wars? 

Sir, all the other wars of the Republic are as 
dust in the balance in comparison to this. I speak 
of resultsand consequences. The nation has ever 
gloried in the self-denial and fortitude and courage 
of their fathers. The old battle-fields are sacred 


| and holy; the memories which gather around 


dered the battle-fields of Marathon, Thermopylae, | 


and Pharsalia, to which you, sir, have referred, 


illustrious monuments of the hopes and aspira- 


tions of mankind. 
**T have often been astonished,’’ said a cele- 
brated French naturalist, writing just before the 


first French revolution, ‘* that there is no law in | 


France to prevent the unbounded accumulation of 
landed property. The Romans had censors who 
limited the extent of a man’s possession to seven 
acres as being sufficient for the subsistence of one 
family. By the word acre was understood as 
much land as a yoke of oxen could plow in one 
day. As Rome increased in luxury it was ex- 
tended to five hundred; but even this law was soon 


them have stirred the hearts of generations. But 
if, overborne by the numbers and power of the 
British empire, our fathers had failed in their 
noble purpose, the battle-fields where they fought 
and fell would have only been new monuments in 
the pathway of the eternal struggle, new and in- 
spiring achievements in ** the conflictof ages,’’ the 
war between despotism and liberty, between the 


| mastery of the few and the free government of the 


infringed, and the infraction hurried forward the || 


Conquerors have always 


met with feeble resistance in countries where 


property is unequally divided. Overgrown estates | 


destroy the spirit of patriotism in those who have 


| shocks of corn,’ said Xenophon, ‘ inspire those 


with the thunder of your artillery on every field | 


of battle. The other has lost the character of the 
partisan in assuming the infinitely nobler quali- 
ties of the patriot statesman. It were impious at 
such a time as this to refer to either in the spirit 
of party. This measure has received the ardent 
support of the people of the free States without 
reference to party divisions. Republicans and 
Whigs and Democrats have alike given it their 
support. For the veto of James Buchanan no 
existing political organization is responsible. 


who raise them with courage to defend them.’ 

‘* But while the excessive accumulation of prop- 
erty exposes a State to such outward dangers, the 
internal mischief it produces among the citizens 
is not less to be ‘Salored, Itis not on the face of 
vast dominions, but in the bosom of industry that 


cioys fruits of the earth. 
Believing as I do that in all Governments there 


is a tendency to centralize its wealth, its lands, | 
and its political power, and that the safety of a | 


republic is involved in resistance to these tenden- 
cies; and believing that this measure will tend to 


that result, I give it my unqualified support. We | 
must put an end,as far as may be consistent with | 
sound policy, to the extraordinary facilities which | 


our land policy has hitherto furnished for capi- 
talists to almost monopolize the public lands, and 
that too at almost nominal prices. Instead of 


‘The | 


pours out the most pre- || 
> 


| would have extinguished no hope. 


many. Theestablishment of free government on 
this continent would have been but a question of 
time. The next generation, strengthened by the 


| old example, would have consummated the battle 


The old defeats 
But if, sir, 
after the Republic was founded and had entered 
upon its career of frée government under auspices 
so favorable; after successive generations had en- 
joyed the full fruits of liberty; after a prosperity 
unknown in the annals of history; after an ex- 
periment so favorable to complete success of the 
capacity of mankind for a government where the 
will of the greater number should be the law, this 
Republic, torn to pieces by the acts of ambitious 
leaders and the power of faction, had failed—and 
fail it must when its territorial limits were broken 
and its Constitution defied—the monarchists and 


which their fathers had begun. 


| aristocrats of the world would have exulted in this 


baronial possessions, let us facilitate the increase || 
of independent homesteads. Let us keep the plow |! 


overwhelming evidence thatthe government of the 
many was inconsistent with the nature of man, 
and the most ardent friends of freedom through- 
out the world have abandoned hope. Sir, if this 
Republic had failed, generations of oppression, 
not now, but in the immediate future, could alone 
have inspired courage for a new effort. ‘The war, 
then, in which you are engaged is more significant 
than any of which history has kept the record. 
But have your soldiers met the perils of battle 
with less resolution and courage than in former 
wars? Sir, however noble may be the battle-fields 
of our fathers, those of this war will challenge 
them for a comparison. The desperate and un- 
yielding courage of the battle-fields of Western 
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, . ’ » 
Virginia; of Springt Id and Mill Spring and Ro- 


oke: of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson, place | 


; considered, side by side 


! ie.cs, number 
with the famor fields of history. The courage | 
of your soldiers has equal: d the cause which sum- | 
moned therwtoarms. Their achievements, thens 
furnish no argument for discrimination against | 
hem 
Rut what your soldiers, as citizens and men, | 
int ' ects? Are they inferior to those who | 
hat rto your battles? I blush as I 
k t es Your Army is composed of | 
very nobility of your people. History has || 


mre 


: mercenary in their ranks! Six 
isand citizen soldiers, men of cultivation and 
finement! 
rm-house, the counung-room, the pulpit, and the 
m, have sent their chosen men to war, not in- 
pired by the thirst for conquest or plunder, but 
eaving the enchanted circle of home, and resist- 
ing the sweet attractions of father and mother, 


nd wife and child, they have gone forth to defend 


i} 

itution of their fathers inviolate against the most 
accursed ambition thatever dishonored mankind. 
Then your soldiers are not, as men and as citi- 
iS, juterior to those who have hitherto foucht 
your battle Why then refuse them, as a grate- 
ful acknowledgment of their services,a portion of 
of which they have defended 

and blood? 

But it is said that bounty 
the benefit 
kers—the men who know nothing of war but its 
I am willing to admit the 

famous existence of such a class, but lam not 

lling to admit the force of the argument. Why 
not withhold from the soldier his pay, or the 
unty in money you have hitherto promised, for 
fear the soldier will squander it, or the artful vil- 
lain will seize upon it?) If some will receive no 
benefit from this act of national justice, their im- 


roy ice mee 


ul ds, the ttle 
leir courave 

— 
lands only inure to 


of sharpers and speculators and bro- 


under and spous, 


should notimpair the just expectations 
greater number who will appreciate this act 
fthe nation, this acknowledgment of their right 
to a permanent mterest in the soil of the country 
r valor has defended, But you have got these 

ds, and while the nation 1s strong in credit you 
ive gotno money. ‘The bounty in money you 
propose will be adebtof more than seventy-three 
illions of dollars, which your soldters, 11 com- 
mon with the residue of the nation, will have to 
pay. You will tax them to pay their own bounty. 
| de mand some thing be yond this. The Vv should 
have this bounty in money,as you promised them 
beginning, in addition to their bounty in 
ils. But again, sir, this bounty land policy 
will not exhaust the public land, It will not re- 
eixth partof them, leaving the larger 


portion t > bye appl 


! 


ol the 


in tine 


quite Orit 


ied under your homestead policy. 


One hundred and twelve millions of acres will 
supply your soldiers, and over eight hundred 
millious of acres, surveyed aud unsurveyed, will 
be left. 

is it not a noble idea, sir, ¢hat when the flag of 
the nation shall beaunfurled by every glad wind, 


from the Rio Grande tothe St. Lawrence, the Re- 


public shali invite her brave defenders from the 
pursu of arms to peaceful pursuits of industry, 
1 pot out to each upon her bosom a Spot of 


his own against all the vicis- 


It seems to me, sir, that to 
the right of the soldier to a freehold on 
ountry is the most appropriate 
ul gracefulapproval ofhisservices, Itannounces 
‘well done, good and faithful servant,’’ in terms 
Meh HO patriot heart can fail to appreciate; and 
but a few of your mighty Army shall avail 
mselves of this bounty, Lam content. Their 
lren will become the noblest defenders of the 
Republic, beeause the soilon which they were 
reared was the guft of the Republic as the reward 
of the patriotism and valor of their fathers. 
Again, sir, you have lands in the States of Florida 
and Mississippi and Arkansas and Louisiana. 
W ould it not be well to infuse, if we may, a little 
more palriousm Lito those States? Your peaceful 
civilians will not venture into those fields. I trust 
in God that such will be your policy, that the 


earth which shall bi 


udes of fortun 


she sou of hls « 
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|| life among a people, who, purchased as serfs from 


' 


led the achievements of such anarmy. | 
Six fred thousand men, and not a conscript | 


hundred | 


The shop, the loom,and the anvil, the | 


he honor of their country, to preserve the Con- | 


stalwart soldiers of your Army will invade, not 


with the sword, but with the plow and reaping- 
hook, the rich glades of Florida, infusing « new 


Spain, enfranchised and ennobled by the Republic, 
and admitted to the illustrious right of her citizen- | 
ship, have, in the beginning of our troubles, after 
being the recipients of unexampled blessings at 
the hands of this nation, sewld out like reptiles 
ona sunny bank and hissed at the sun that has | 
warmed them into life. So with the other States | 
I have named. For never, sir, since God created | 
this earth, in human affairs, has such base and | 
infamous ingratitude dishonored the race of man- 
kind. Let us infuse new germs of honor and 
patriotism into thowe States. Let us do it for 


, 


| another reason: that that great highway of the 


/men who happen to command them, and they 


nation, the Mississippi river, may be kept open 
by peaceful agencies, for the martial spirit of the 
great West will mark with the iron footprints of.| 
desolation the majestic course of that noble river || 
from its sources to the Gulf, rather than submit to || 
the infamous wrong of the slightest restraint on | 
its free navigation. 

One other suggestion, and I leave the subject. 
Iam in favor of this bounty land policy, because, || 
in one instance at least, it places the soldiers in 
the ranks side by side with their officers. Labhor | 
the discrimination we are inclined tomake. You 
have seen, sir, how this House and the country, 
and even the spirit of republican government, 
have been debased, dishonored, and humiliated 
by efforts made on this floor to glorify the officers, 
while the brave men who fought and won the 
battles were forgotten. Sir, this miserable adula- 
tion only insults the officer who is really worthy 
of your praise. This unjust discrimination is the || 
worst feature of the war. Your soldiers endure | 
dangers and encounter hardships far beyond the 


meet as fairly and as bravely the perils of battle. || 
Your victortes are not ** organized victories’’— || 


| impious suggestion !—they are the offspring, un- 


der the approval of Heaven, of the invincible 
spirit of your soldiers. And that officer who is | 
willing to assume to himself more credit for vic- || 
tory than he will accord to the brave soldier under 
him, is not worthy to command. In cultivation, 
intelligence, worth, and social position your sol- 
diers are equal to their officers; and yet, sir, the 
voice of fame only proclaims the names of the 


| commanders. Sach is the inequality of war. And 


while we grudgingly pay thirteen dollars per 
month to the soldier inthe ranks, thousands of whom 
are worthy to command armies, you have an Army 
on your hands of mere carpet generals and offi- || 
cers of every grade, who know nothing of war || 
except its pay-rolls, and who live off of the munifi- |} 
cence of the nation. In one notable act I wish to 


| see all of the defenders of the Republic placed on || 


the same level—the general and the soldier—each 
invited, when the hour of blessed and honorable 
peace shall come, to beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and receive from a grateful country an 
equal expression of gratitude and approval. lam 
for ** free homes for free men,’’ as a wise measure 
of policy; but at the same time I demand justice || 
for the soldiers of the Republic. 

Mr. CRAVENS. Will my colleague yield to 
me to make a statement in reference to this bill? 

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 will yield to my colleague. | 

Mr. CRAVENS. [only desire to say a word || 
in reference to the amendment of my colleague. | 
Before doing that, however, I desire to remark |) 
that Lam distinetly and unequivocally in favor of 
the homestead policy. A homestead bill, well | 
cuarded, I think isa measure which involvesmore || 
the prosperity of the western country than any || 
measure that can be adopted by this House. It || 


| is not a political question in my section of the 


} country. 


| so far as I know their sentiments, are in favor of |; 


1 
y- In southern Indiana, and in every sec- 1 
tion of that State, all parties, without exception, || 


a homestead bill granting lands to actual settlers. || 


| They believe that to be the wisest policy in refer- | 


| 
1 
ence to the public lapds which will bring into || 
settlement and cultivation at the earliest practica- || 
ble period all the uncultivated lands of the West. | 

1 was pleased with the able and eloquent re- | 
marks of the Speaker of the House of Represent- 


atives a few days ago in favor of this measure. 


; Pia ot e. | 
But, sir, I do not at this time propose to detain | 
the House but a moment, and I cannot, there- | 

i 


| fore, enter upon a general discussion of the home- 


unqualified approval of the measure. 


stead policy, and | desire merely to indicate my | 
I wish, however, before taking my seat to say 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 


| me to say 
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that Lam for this amendment proposing to give 
bounty lands to the soldiers. 1 am for it because 
I believe it is intrinsically right; Lam for it be. 
cause it has been the uniform practice of the Goy- 
ernment, from its commencement down to the 
— time, to give bounty lands to soldiers: and 

am in favor of it because | am unwilling to make 
a discrimination against the soldiers now in the 
field. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Indiana if this bill, as it stands without the 


| amendment, makes ~ discrimination? 


Mr. CRAVENS. am not aware that the bil] 
does make any discrimination except as against 
the soldiers of this war in reference to former 
wars; but if this amendmentshould not be adopted, 
and the House should fail to pass any measure 
providing bounty lands to soldiers in accordance 
with the practice heretofore in reference to the sol- 
diers of other wars, there would be a discrimina- 
tion against the soldiers who are now in the field 


| fighting the battles of the country. 


“Mr. ALDRICH. Lask the gentleman toallow 





Mr. CRAVENS. Ideclinetoyield. I donot 
desire to occupy the floor, as I said, but a mo- 
ment. I was proceeding to say that, during the 
interval between the adjournment of the special 
session of Congress, in August last, and the assem- 
bling of the present session, everywhere in my 
section of the country the inducement was heli 
out to our citizens to enlist in defense of their 
country in this important crisis, that they should 
have this bounty land; and I think it would be in 
bad faith to them if the Government should at this 
time fail to give it. 

In all the wars in which the Government has 
ever been engaged heretofore, it has been given; 
and I fully concur in the remarks of my colleague 
upon this subject, that this is a time when we 
should follow out that line of policy in regard to 


our soldiers which has been inaugurated by the 


wisdom of those men who have preceded us, 
We have such an army in the field to-day as 


| has never been witnessed 1n any country before— 


noble, brave, gallant men, struggling for what? 
The maintenance of the Constitution; the main- 
tenance of the Union of our fathers. Struggling 
not for a political idea, not for a political dogma; 
but struggling to restore this Government to what 


it was before the present troubles commenced. It 
| is that for which they are fighting to-day; nothing 


more, nothing less. It is a holy and sacred cause; 
none the less holy, none the less sacred than the 
cause in which our fathers were engaged in the days 
of the Revolution. Yea, more; while they were 
fighting againsta foreign enemy, our men arecom- 


| pelled to sustain the stars and stripes and the Con- 
| stitution of the United States against traitors at 
| home, against kinsmen, if you will, against our 
| own people, making sacrifices greater, perhaps, 


in feeling, than ever were made by the men of any 
country before. 

They have achieved already triumphs in the 
field well worthy of the cause in which they are 
engaged. It is to such men that we are now called 
on to perform a duty, and let us perform it fear- 
lessly and independently. Let us perform it for 
the double reason, first, that as a measure of wis- 
dom for the Government in the disposition of its 
lands, it is the best that can be devised; and be- 
cause, in the second place, it is a measure of jus- 
tice and right towards those soldiers, and in con- 
formity with the uniform practice of the Govern- 


| ment. For myself, I feel that I owe it to the brave 


men who have gone in such large numbers from 
my section of country, and especially from south- 
ern Indiana, to assist in its passage with what little 
ability | possess; for in the district which I repre- 
sent, without taking to myself or to my people 
more credit than is really due, I undertake to say 
that none have gone out under more adverse cir- 
cumstances. They have given up their best sons 


| to engage in this contest for the preservation of the 


Union—not for the abolition of slavery, or any 
other dogma, but to uphold the Constitution of the 


country. Sir, I am for the amendment. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I now renew the demand for 


| the previous question on the motion to recommit 


with instructions. 

Mr. WINDOM. I hope that the gentleman will 
not call for the previous question at this time, as 
I desire before the vote is taken on this question 
io say a few words on the general subject. 
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Mr. POTTER. I also have an amendment 
which# wish to offer, and on which I desire to 
make some observations. 
~ Mr. HOLMAN. I supposed that it was the 

ose of the friends of this bill to dispose of it 

igevening. If, however, it is the general wish 

that the debate should go on, I will not object. 
| yield to the gentleman from Minnesota. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman with- 
draw the call for the previous question? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do. 

Mir. WINDOM. Heretofore when this bill has 
heen before the House it has found only two par- 
open friends and avowed enemies. Now it 
finds the members upon this floor divided into 
three classes, namely: those who are its ardent 
friends, because they believe it is right in theory, 
and will proveexpedientin practice. Second, those 
who have always admitted the soundness of the 
principle, and who have, by the most solemn 
pledges which men, ora great political party, could 
cive to the people, when asking for power, bound 


wess 
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themselves to supportit, but who doubtitsex xpedi- | 


eney under the circumstances which surround us. 
Third, its enemies upon principle. These are not 
so numerous as formerly, for a majority of them 
(always the foes of the people and of free labor) 

re now the open enemies of the Government, and 
with perjured souls and parricidal hands are putting 
forth every effort which human ingenuity, com- 
bined with fiendish malice, can devise to de sstroy 
it. ButI fear there are still a very few of the same 
sort left, who bitterly oppose it, because it gives 
vitality and power to the great free-labor theory 
of the country, for which, with everything else 
that favors freedom, they cherish an intense, un- 
dying hatred. 

To this latter class I do not wish to address my 
remarks; they are joined to their idols; let them 
aione,. 

But if l can for a few moments have the atten- 
tion of those who admit the soundness of the prin- 
ciple under ordinary circumstances, but doubt the 
expediency of its present application, | shail be 
exceedingly gratified. 

I will not now discuss the evils of which our 
present land system is the prolific parent in the 
new States, nor will | attempt to enumerate the 
hardships which its rank injustice to the pioneer 
causes him to suffer. These views of the subject 
have been so often and so ably presented, 1 am 
sure they must be familiar to every member of 
this House. 
land to non-residents and speculators is the direst 
curse which has ever been inflicted on the West, 
and has done more to retard the growth and im- 
provement of that section of our country than all 
other causes combined. These evils have been 
recognized by the nation; and the loyal States, by 
majorities almost unparaileled, at the last general 
election declared they should no longer exist. 

The people of this country have over and over 
again, by the votes of their Representatives on 
this floor , by the platforms of State and national 
conventions, and by the pledges exacted from 


candidates for office, expressed their approval of 


this measure, and demanded its passage by Con- 
vress. Under the gallant leadership of our pres- 
ent Speaker it has been several times carried tri- 
umphantly through the House, but in the other 
wing of the Capitol—once the paradise of traitors; 
now, thank Heaven! almost regenerated—it has 
as often found its grave, Now, both the Senate 
and the House are, in a good degree, purified 
from the foul breath of treason, which has always 
blasted the fair fruits of this policy just as they 
were budding into promise. The executive and 
legislative branches of the Government are both 
controlled a men who, before their election, sol- 
emnly declared their principles, and pledged their 
future action in these words: 


** Resolved, That we protest against any sale or aliena- 
tion to others of the public lands held by actual settlers, 
and against any view of the free homestead policy which 
regards the settlers as paupers or supplicants for public 
bounty; and we demand the passage by Congress of the 
complete and satisfactory homestead measure which has 


already passed the House.” 

Gentlemen of the eastern and middle States, I 
here, to-day, renew your Own protest”? and | 
“demand, ‘and, in the name of the people of 
the Northwest, and of the laboring classes of the | 
whole country, who have confided in your honor, 
I call upon you to redeem your pledges. ° 

The answer is, that this declaration of our prin- 


The system of selling large tracts of 


ciples was enemas for a time of peace, and that the 
rebellion has not only absolved us from all obli- 
gations heretofore assumed on this subject, but it 
| also compels us to adopt the same policy in regard 
to the public lands, for which the rebels and trai- 
tors so stoutly-contended before they deserted 
| these Halls, so long disgraced by their presence. 
If this bill be lost they will have the satisfaction 
of knowing that one of their cherished objects has 
been accomplished, and that if they are ¢ ompelled 
| to bow before-the brave champions of free labor 
on the bloody battle-field, they can at least strike 
a deadly blow at that interest through its less re- 
liableand more facile Representatives in Congress. 
| ‘Those who claim that the change in our circum- 


| stances requires a corresponding modification of 


their views and policy on this question, have as- 

| signed only two reasons therefor. The first is, 
that the public lands should be given as a bounty 
to our soldiers. The second is purely economical. 
In reply to the first, | desire to say that no man 
shall go further than myself in guarding and pro- 
tecting the rights and interests of the country’s 
gallant defenders, orin bestowing rewards for their 
services to the utmost extent of our ability. But, 
were | to forget all other considerations, and look 

| only to the interest of the soldier, | would be com- 
| pelled to regard this bill re ported by the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands as far preferab le to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Indiana. The 

| bill proposes to give both citizen and soldier the 
| benefit of the homestead policy, and in addition 
| thereto a bounty of thirty dollars to those who 
entered the milit: ary service under the first procla- 
mation of the President, 


and also to require the | 


payment of the $100 bounty provided for in the | 


act of July, 1361, at thee xpiration of six months’ 
service instead of two ye ars’ $ thus civ ine toall our 
soldiers a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, 
and the means of going to itand partially improv- 
ine it. ’ 

‘The amendmentof the gentleman from Indiana 
proposes to extend the bounty land act of 1855to 
all the soldiers and seamen engaged in this war, 
thereby giving to each and all of them a land war- 
rantforone hundred and sixty acres of land. What 
will these warrants be worth to the soldier if this 
amendment be adopted ? In the report of the Sec- 
| retary of the Interior lately submitted to the House 
| I find the following: 


On the 30th September, 1861, there were 55, 
acres of the public lands which had been surveyed but not 
proclaimed tor public sale. ‘The Jands surveyed and offered 
at public sale previous to that time, and then subject to pri- 
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vate entry, amounted to 78,662,735.64 acres, making an 
aggregate of public lands surveyed and ready for sale of 
134,218,330.89 acres.’ ° ° * . ‘ * 


* The bounty land warrants and serip issued under dif- 
ferent acts of Congress, previous to September 30, 1961, 
embrace an aggregate of 71,717,172 acres of land. Of this 
amount there have been located: for revolutionary ser- 
vices, 8,200,612 acres; for services in the war with Great 
Britain, 4,850,120 acres; for Canadian volunteers, 72,750 
acres; for services in the Mexicau war 
under the acts of 1847, 1850, 1852, and 1855. in all 51,138,970 
acres; leaving yet to be located on warri rants and scrip, 
already issued, 7,454,720 acres,”’ 
| §'The propriety of issuing bounty land warrants to the 

volunteers who have been called into serv 

the existing insurrection, is alreadya pes ot 
and must be determined by Congress. A warrant for 160 
acres to each volunteer engaged in the service would absorb 
over 100,000,000 of acres—a much larger amount than has 
| been issued under all previous laws. It is evident that the 
issue of such an amountof warrants would destroy al! hope 
of deriving any revenue from the public lands, at least for 
many years. And while such a measure would deprive the 
Government of all income troin this source, it would afford 
| but little benefit to the volunteers. These warrants are now 
sold in the market at abou fifty cents per acre. An addi 
tion of the large amount necessary to supply the volunteers 
would necessarily reduce the price of them toa merely nom 
inal sum. 

** The bounty of the Government, dispensed to the volun- 
| teers in this form, would fail to realize to them the advant 
ages intended. All the best lands would fall into the hands 
ot speculators, who would be enabled to purchase them at 
a nominal price and sell them to settlers at full prices as 
fast as emigration to the West would require them for set 
tlement. If additional compensation to the volunteers, be 
yond the amount now authorized by law, shall be deemed 
just and proper, it will be better both for the Government 
and the volunteers to make such compensation bya direct 
appropriation of money or of Government securities.” 


and other services, 


Lo suppress 


discussion, 


Now, sir, if with only 7,454,720 acres of war- 
rants in the market they are worth no more than 


fifty cents per acre—as stated by the Secretary— | 


what will they sell for when you issue 100,000, 000 
acres more? With no additional demand, and an 


| increase of thirteen hundred per cent. in the sup- 
} 


| ply, we may reasonably calculate upon a propor- 
| Ply, y y } I | 


tionate diminution in value, which will reduce 
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them to less aie five cents per acre; or, as the 
Secretary of the Interior says 
inal sum.’’ 

Those who desired to sell their warrants would, 
therefore, realize nothing from them, while the 
soldier who chose to use his in the location of a 
farm for improvement and cultivation, would find 
himself surrounded by thousands of acres of un- 
improved land, located by non-resident specula- 
tors with the che ap warrants that would glut the 
market, thus rendering his own land compara- 
tively value ‘less, and subjecting him to all the evils 
resulting from land m« mnopolies. While, there- 
fore, this policy y would benefit no one but the 


» **toamerely nom- 


| spec salator, it would work an incaleulable i injury 


| to all our soldiers 


who desire, when the war is 
ended, to make for themselves homes on the pub- 


lic lands; and it would forever rest like a blighting 


| curse upon all the new States and Territories of 


the Republic. Iam not willing, sir, for the sake 
of making a pompous show of regard for the sol- 
dier, thus to inflict upon him an actual injury. 

If you propose to donate all the public lands to 


| speculators, adopt this amendment of the gentle- 


man from Indiana, But I beg of you do it di- 
rectly and boldly, and instead of calling it ‘*an act 
granting bounties to soldiers,’’ and thus deceiving 
them by false pretenses, while you stab to the 
heart the best interests of the country they are 


| periling their lives to defend, entitle it truly an 


act to prevent the occupancy and improvement of 


| the public domain, to encourage land monopolies, 


| the 


and granting bounties to speculators and Shy- 
locks.’’ I do not mean to insinuate thatany mem- 
ber can think of playing the demagogue on this 
subject; but if we were so unfortunate as to have 
any demagogues among us, they would find in 
this amendment an irresistibly inviting field for 
the display of their peculiar genius. 

‘The second reason assigned for a change of pol- 
icy in reference to this measure, is based solely 
upon the camelindaon ef our national finances. It is 

claimed that the * public lands are relied upon as 
a security for the payment of our public debtand 
interest thereon;’’ and that, ** through all the 
world a landed security is considered the best fora 
debt.’ Now, Sir, with all deference to the supe- 
rior wisdom and experience of those who assume 


| this position, I maintain that their reasoning, as 


applied to this subject, is totally fallacious, both 
in its premises and conclusions. The y assume 
that the passage of this bill immediately divests 


| the Government of all the public domain, and 


| sweeps away at once this basis of national credit. 


What is the fact? It will not divest the Govern- 
ment of one square inch of land under five years; 


| and when, at the end of that period, it does grant 


title to a quarter section, it will be, in considera- 
tion of settlement and cultivation, far more 
able to the Government than the price 


valu- 
now re- 


| ceived, 


Nothing can be further from the truth than the 
assumption that when these lands are granted to 
settlers in consideration of oc cupancy and im- 
provement, they cease to be a par tof the ns tional 
wealth. They y just as really, for all the purposes 
of public credit and revenue, belong to the Gov- 
ernment after the issuance of the patentas before 
And who does not know that just to the extentof 
their improvement the wealth of the country is 
enbanced, and the basis of taxation and public 
creditenlarged? Let us illustrate. The Territory 
of Washington contains about 81,000,000 acres 
of land, nearly all of which belongs to the Gov- 
ernment. The States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illi 
nois, together, contain less than 82,000,000 acres, 
the title to almost all of which has passed from 
the Government into the hands of individuals 

Do capitalists rely upon Washington Territory 
as a better security for the j payment ofour national 
debt than the great Genes of Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois, with all their immense real estate wealth? 

The aggregate of public lands surveyed and 
ready for sale i is, in round numbers, 134,000,000 
acres, being about equal in extent to the States of 
New York, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 

Is this vast amount of unimproved, unproduc - 
tive public land a better security for the debts of 
the nation, than the real property of those four 
great States, valued as itis at over $2,333,000,000? 

A tax of three mills on the dollar upon the valu- 
ation of real property in those four States will pro- 
ducea revenue of over $7,000,000 perannum. The 
net proceeds of thesale ofthe public lands last year 
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does notexceed $200,000. Atthisrate it will require 
thirty-five vears to realize the same amount of 
revenue from all this vast ** landed se curity,’’ (of 
which we hear so-much,) that will be produced 
in one year, by a tax of three mills on the dollar 
upon the Vv iluation of ane jual number of acres 
of improved land in those four States. 

Let it not be said that this illustration is fanci- 
ful or overstrained, for in point of fact it falls far 
short of truly representing the real difference be- 
tween improved and unimproved lands, as a basis 
of public credit and source of income to the Gov- 
‘ rnme nt. 

Ours being an agricultural nation, and our ex- 
ports consisung chiefly of the products of the soil, 
we may reasonably calculate thatimports, and con- 

equently the increase of revenue from customs, 
will be in proportion to the enhanced value of the 
real property of the nation. 

The value of real estate in the United States, in 
round numbers, is $12,000,000,000. The annual 
income from customs has been about $60,000,000. 
If, then, $12,000,000,000 worth of real property in 
the United States furnishesa basis of wealth which 


uinimproved value of said farms gives $6,750. To- 
tal revenue, under our present policy, $142,358. 
W hat can the Government realize from the same 
lands as nowimproved? Value of taxable prop- 
erty in Minnesota, $39,000,000. A three mills tax 
on this sum produces $117,000. Her agricultural 
products of 1861 estimated at $6,000,000. One per 
cent. tax on agricultural products gives $60,000. 
If we adopt the rule mentioned before, that the 
increase in the value of her real estate induces a 
| proportionate increase of customs, the amount to 
be credited to Minnesota, by reason of the improve- 
ment and cultivation of her farms, is $194,896. 
But that my figures may be beyond the reach of 
cavil, | will estimate the increased amount of cus- 
toms thus contributed at only $90,000 per annum, 
less than one half of what | suppose it really is. 
‘Total, from the rate of taxation assumed and from 
increase of customs, $267,000, against $142,338 
under our present policy. Balance in favor of 
settlement and cultivation policy, $124,662 per 
annum. 
Extend the comparison to 100,000,000 acres. 
Let us suppose two uninhabited Territories, each 


enables the nation to import foreign goods, upon || containing 100,000,000 acres of land, possessing 
which the Government receives a revenue from || the same advantages of soil and climate, and equal 


customs amounting to $60,000,000 per annum, 
the proportion which must be credited to the real 
estate wealth of those four States is $11,668,000 
per annum. Add this to the $7,000,000 which 
may be raised, as I have shown, from a tax of 
three mills on the dollar, and you have over 
$15,000,000 per annum, as the financial result of 
the improvement and cultivation of the 134,000,000 
acres of land in those States, against the sum of 
$200,000 received last year from al! the public land 
capital of the Government. 
The difference would seem to justify the asser- 
tion that it is the improved lands owned by the 
people, and not the wild lands held by the Gov- 
ernment, which furnish the best basis for public 
credit, and the most available and safest security 
for public debts. E 
The statistics of Wisconsin furnish another 
forcible illustration of the truth of my position, 
‘The farms of that State, as per c¢ nsus of 1860, 
embrace 7,899,170 acres. At $1 25 per acre, the 
Government has received from them $9,873,962. 
‘This sum placed at interest, at six per cent, per | 
iunnum, will yield an income of $592,437. The | 
lands untmproved are worth no more in the hands 
of individuals than of the Government, and a three 
mills tax on their value will amount to $29,622. 
‘Total revenue from those lands under our present 


system, $622,059. 1} 


What income can be realized from them by 
reason of their settlement and cultivation? Cash | 
valueof farms in Wisconsin, as per census of 1860, | 
S131,117,082. A three mills tax on this valuation 
rives $393,351. 


Assuming that the valuation of real estate fur- || 


nishes the basis upon which we may calculate 
with approximate certainty the amount of reve- 
nue reason ibly to be expected from imports, and 
that the ameunt of such revenue contributed by 
Wisconsin bears the same relation to the whole 
amount received by the Government as the value 
of her real propergy bears to the whole real estate of 
the nation, you have the sum of $655,582, as the 
increased amount of customs which you are thus 
enabled to collect by reason of the improvement 


of those farms. 


The total annual income, therefore, which would || 


be derived from those Wisconsin farms by a three | 
mills tax on their value, and by the increase of 
revenue, would be $1,048,933 against the sum of 
$622,059 under our present policy; balance in | 
favor of the free homestead policy, $426,878 per | 


duced by a three mills tax, a rate much lower than 
what we shall be obliged to levy at this session 
of Congress. 


{ beg the indulgence of the House while I refer |} 


to the statistics of my own State, which, being | 
purely agricultural and one of the youngest in the 
Republic, will perhaps exhibit more satisfactorily 
than any other the comparative results of the two 
land policies. 

The number of farms in Minnesota is 18,081, 
embracing an average of about 100 acres each, 
making 1,808,100 acres. At $1 25 per acre the 
Government bas sold them for $2,260,145. This | 
sum at interest at six per cent. yields an annual | 


revenue of $135,608. A three mills tax on the |! 


in all other respects, set apart to test the financial 
| merits of this bill as compared with our present 
| land policy. In Territory No. 1 we will suppose 
| the whole 100,000,000 acres are sold to-day, and 
the Government price therefor—g125,000,000— 
put at interest at six per cent. per annum, thus 
| yielding a yearly revenue of $7,500,000. ‘To this 
we will add a three mills tax on their value,( which, 
| if unimproved, would of course be the same in 
the hands of individuals as of the Government, ) 


amounting to $375,000, makinga total of $7,875,000 || 


as the yearlyincome whichcould be derived from 
that Territory. 

Suppose, on the other hand, that in Territory 
No. 2 the policy of this bill is adopted, and the 


100,000,000 acres are to-day given to actual set- 
| tlers, in farms of 100 acres each, which are im- 


proved to the same extent, and produce the same 
proporuonate basis of taxation, as do these new 


farms in the new State of Minnesota: what would | 


| be the amount of revenue raised from that Terri- 


tory, assuming the same rates of taxation which || 


| | have wh a named? Stated more simply, as a 
| problem if the ruleof three, if 18,081 farms of 100 
| acres each, improved and cultivated to the extent 


they are in Minnesota, give an annual income of | 
$267,000, what annual revenue would 1,000,000 | 


farms produce if improved and cultivated to the 
same extent? The answer is $14,822,243. 


Dare ye 


Thus, while Territory No. 2 yields $14,822,243 


| as the results of the homestead policy, Territory 
| No. 1 gives only $7,875,000, showing a difference 


in favor of the free homestead policy amounting | 


| to $6,947,243 per annum. Thus Territory No.2 


nue equal to that derived from No. 1, and also 
supply a sinking fund which in less than eighteen 
| years would equal the whole amount for which 
No. 1 was sold. This difference in favor of No. 
2 would furnish a net income to the Treasury 
greater by at least three hundred per cent. per 
/annum than the whole yearly proceeds of the 
| public lands under our present system. 

The average revenue from sales for several 


Atthis rate it would take one hundred and twenty- 
five years to realize the $125,000,000 for which 1 
have supposed Territory No. 1 to be sold; where- 
as, if wecould have No. 2 settled upon, improved, 
and cultivated to-day, even to the limited extent 
to which the farms of my State are cultivated, we 


namely, $125,000,000, in less than nine years. 

If it be said that my argument is defective, in 
| the fact that it would be impossible to secure the 
settlement and cultivation of Territory No. 2im- 
mediately, | answer that under the policy of this 
bill it would be occupied and improved long be- 





‘| fore No. 1 could be sold. If the net income re- 


_ ceived last year from the sale of public lands in- 
| dicates what is to be the revenue from this source 


| inthe future, it will require siz hundred and twenty- 


| five years to realize the Government price for 
| 100,000,000 acres. 


‘|| The estimates I have made, based onthe num- 


| ber of farms of 100 acres each in Minnesota, falls 
| far short of a fair illustration of the financial re- 
sulis which the policy of this bill would tend to 


would pay into the Treasury every year a reve- || 


| years has been less than $1,000,000 per annum. | 


| would be able to realize from it the same amount, | 
annum, ‘This result, it will be observed, is pro- i] 
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produce, for the reason that but a small Portion 
of each of these farms is actually tilled; whereas 
the bill contemplates bringing under actual culti- 
vation, to the utmost extent possible, all the 
lic lands. 

The census returns show that the number of 
acres of tilled land in that State’is 433,267. Th. 
question then, fairly stated, would be as follows: 
if 433,267 acres of improved and cultivated land jy 
Minnesota furnish the resources for an annual in- 
come of $267,000, what annual revenue, at tho 
same rate of taxation, could be derived fro 
100,000,000 acres equally cultivated and improved? 
The answer is, more than $60,000,000 per annum. 
If eighty acres of each quarter section were thus 

| improved and cultivated, the revenue would be 
| over $30,000,000; and if only forty acres of every 
| quarter section were thus tilled, the income to the 
Government would be over $15,000,000 perannum. 

Now, sir, if it were a fact that the present land 
policy of the Government and that proposed by 
this bill would yield an equal amount of revenue, 
itwould then be a question with economists whic}, 
policy will most speedily make the vast public do- 
main available for such purpose? Can there be 
| any doubton this point?) Can you not give away 
| toactual settlers 100,000,000 acres long before you 
| can sell the same quantity to speculators? The 
| mere statement of the question furnishes the an- 
swer, 

When, therefore, by the free homstead policy 
the public domain can be much more speedily ren- 
dered available to the support of the Government 
than by our present system, and when it would 
thus furnish a revenue more than double as great, 
| Lask if the rigid laws of finance are not more than 
satisfied ? 

Does not the condition of our Treasury demand, 
more imperatively than ever before, the prompt 
passage of this bill? 
|| The statistics to which I have referred prove 
that every acre of land which the Governmentcan 
dispose of, in consideration of improvement and 
cultivation, at once becomes worth more than two 
acres of the unimproved land which it retains. 
If, then, you would double the value of these lands, 
and increase one hundred per cent. this species of 
security for our public debt, you have it in your 
| power to do so by passing this bill. I do not 
ask support for it as gratuity to the settler, for, 
| as declared in the Chicago platform, ‘ I protes: 
against any view of the free homestead policy 
which regards the settlers as paupers or suppli- 
cants for public bounty.’? What I ask is, that 
when we have this vast amount of unproductive 
property on hand, and there are those who stand 
ready and willing to enter upon it, and for every 
acre of land received to add twice its value to the 
nation’s wealth, we will act the part of wisdom 
;and permit them thus to contribute to the wants 
of an overburdened Treasury. 

Beyond the Mississippi—stretching away to- 
| ward the setting sun—lies the most magnificent 
public domain on earth. Slumbering in its bosom 
is a giant energy of productiveness, which, if 
roused by the hand of industry, would pour the 
wealth of empires at our feet. In our own coun- 
try and among the oppressed of Europe are mil- 
lions with strong arms and brave hearts, who 
would gladly perform this task for you. They 
need your lands, but have not the means to pur- 
chase them. Your lands demand their industry, 
and the Government wants the wealth which their 
toil would produce. Remove the barrier which « 
mistaken policy has interposed, and a wilderness 
transformed into teeming farms and thriving cives, 
a Treasury replenished, and the gratitude of loya! 
millions shall be your reward. 

Mr. POTTER obtained the floor. 

Mr!}SHEFFIELD. Iasi the gentleman from 
Wisconsin to yield to me for an amendment. | 
want to move to strike out.these words: 


That as to all persons performing service in the Navy 0! 
the United States, in the present war, or in any foreign war 
during the same, the benefits of this act shall be in lieu ol 
prize-money and all other extra allowances. 


Mr. POTTER. I was about to move the same 
amendment myself. I move that amendment; and 
in addition, I move to strike out the words im the 
first section, * passage of this act,” and in lieu 
thereof to insert, ** lst of January, 1863;’’ so that 
it will read: 

That any person who is the head of a family, or who has 


|| arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen o| 
'! the United States, or who shall have filed his declaration 


pub- 
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of intention to become such, as required by the naturaliza- | 


yon jaws of the United States, shall, from and after the Ist 
ot January, 1863, be entitled to enter, free of cost, one hun 

dred and sixty acres of unappropriated public lands, upon 
whiea said person may have filed a preémption claim, or 
which may, at the time the application is made, be subject 
w preémption at $1 25, orless, &e, 

Mr. POTTER. Mr. Speaker, this bill provides 
for granting one hundred and sixty acres to every 
actual settler twenty-one years or more of age, 
or head of a family, who ts a citizen, or has de- 
clared his intention to become such. 


2, Grants one hundred and sixty acres to every | 


person who has or shall enlist in the military ser- 
vice to suppress the present rebellfon, whether 
naturalized or not, and whether twenty-one years 
of age or not. 

3. Gives a bounty in cash of thirty dollars to 
each three months soldier; while those who en- 
list for the war are entitled to $100 by existing 
law. 

| do not propose to discuss, at this late day, the 
policy of a homestead law, nor at any considera- 
ble length the propriety of its adoption in the pres- 
ent condition of the country. The wisdom of the 
former has been heretofore ably and clearly de- 


! 
monstrated, and the people have for many years 


earnestly desired the adoption of this most benefi- 
cent measure. Our public lands have been ac- 
quired by the expenditure of the common treasure 
of the people, and certainly no more equitable dis- 
position of them can be made than to appropriate 
them to the purpose for which their Creator de- 
signed them—the assignment of a limited quan- 


tity to each head of a family, for the purpose of | 


cultivation and subsistence. By the adoption of 
this system, the object which has ever been re- 
garded as of the utmost importance in the final 
disposal of our public lands—their early and 
rapid settlement by an industrious population— 
will be much sooner realized than under the old 
system, which allows a large portion of the pub- 
lic domain to fall into the hands of the speculator, 
a system which limitsand retards settlement, be- 
cause the purchaser does not desire these lands 
for his own occupation, but retains them until 
such time as the laborer is compelled by his ne- 
cessities to yield to the demand made upon him, 
and to pay to the capitalists a price entirely beyond 


the means of the greater number of those who | 


would gladly occupy and improve them. By the 
adoption of this policy, we shall hereafter avoid 
the great evils which have invariably followed the 


cnormous grants of public lands to corporations | 


and companies, thus building up large land mo- 
nopolies, which have ever been the bane and curse 
of our new States, and proved most detrimental 
to the interests of that class of our fellow-citizens 
who are the best entitled to the protection of the 
Government, by placing them in the power of 
those who have no sympathy in common with 
them, and no interest except their own aggrand- 
izement. You will also, by the proposed change 
in our present system, do much to check the spirit 
of speculation which has proved so disastrous to 
the business interests of the nation. 

It is true that large fortunes have been made by 
speculators in the public lands; but when we re- 
flect that these fortunes have been made out of the 
labor of the cultivators of the soil, from contribu- 
tions levied upon and wrung from them by those 
who have been enabled by their capital to pur- 
chase lands in large quantities from the Govern- 
ment, and that these fortunes are the price paid 
by labor for the privilege of cultivating, improv- 
ing, and making valuable these lands, we see at 
a glance the impolicy and injustice of such a sys- 
tem. ‘Fhe wild and ruinous speculations which 
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credit is based upon the general wealth and pros- 
perity, the extent of which depends upon the 
amount of material means in our possession, and 
the amount of labor applicable to these means for 
the creation of wealth. Unoccupied and unim- 
proved public lands afford a large portion of these 
means; but until the application of labor to them, 
until they are occupied and improved, they neither 
add to the general wealth nor contribute to the 
public credit. But when these lands are once 


settled, the wealth of the nation is increased and | 


increasing. Your taxable basis is enlarged, not 
only by an increase of the aggregate wealth, but 
by a large accession to the class of consumers, 


thereby increasing your revenue, and strengthen- || 


ing your credit. No wiser policy can be adopted | 


in the present situation of the country. Immi- 
gration has almost ceased, and the present unset- 
tled condition of Europe, tending to a general war 
on that continent, should invite, on our part, the 


adoption of the most liberal policy, which will | 
induce the emigrant to seek a home here, and in- | 
vest his capital and direct his labor to the develop- | 
ment of the now unproductive resources of the | 


country. Our paralyzed interests require that we 
shall do all in our power to invite immigration 


| and capital to our unoccupied public lands. The 


opposition to this measure has heretofore come 
from that class of men whose interests lie in the 
direction of land monopoly, and who are now 
engaged in a most wicked rebellion against the 
Government. They have ever opposed it with 
bitterness, and hitherto with success. 
power for evil, in this respect at least, is now 
broken, and the avowed friends of the homestead 
policy have it in their power to adopt this most 
beneficent policy, if they choose to do so. 

This bill provides a bounty in money to those 
soldiers who first responded to the call of the 
President to defend the flag of their country. By 
the act of July, 1861, a bounty of $100 is allowed 
to all who shall have served for the term of six 
months or longer, or who shall have received an 
honorable discharge; but no provision was made 
for the three months men. This bill provides for 
them (in lieu of the issue of a land warrant) a 
bounty of thirty dollars in money; and all sol- 
diers who have, or shall have served during this 
war, are entitled to enter, free of cost, one hundred 
and sixty acres of public land. 

The issue of land warrants, under previous 
acts, has absorbed nearly one hundred million 
acres of our public lands, and thrown nearly that 
amount into the hands of speculators. But a small 
proportion of those for whose immediate benefit 
these warrants were issued have been benefited by 
them, further than the small pittance which the 


| speculator chose to pay him for it; while the whole 


system has tended to the accumulation of the lands 
in the hands of a few, and has proved an unmiti- 
gated curse to the new States and Territories, and 
the worst possible policy for the nation at large. 
It is a far wiser and a more enlarged policy to 


| pay the soldier, who has served his country faith- 


fully, in the currency of the country, and then, 
when the war is over, permit him with his family 


| to goupon your public lands, and find an asylum 


anda home without costand without price. Adopt 
this policy, and the future prosperity of the nation 


| will demonstrate its wisdom, and future genera- 
, ions will bless you. 


have invariably resulted in general disaster, in- || 


volving thousands in ruin, and which have visited 
us periodically, may in almost every instance be 
traced to the facilities afforded by the Government 
for the accumulation of the public lands in the 
hands of speculators. 

In answer to the objection that these lands 
should be reserved by the Government as a basis 
of credit, in view of the 
Treasury, I reply that, 
policy youenlarge, extend, and greatly strengthen 
the basis of your credit. It is not claimed that 
any considerable amount of revenue, during the 
continuance of the present rebellion, will be real- 
ized from this source. Neither does any one con- 
tend that the mere possession of these lands by 


resent condition of the | 
y the adoption of this | 


I now withdraw the motion to recommit which 
[ submitted some days ago, and demand the pre- 
vious question on the bill and amendments. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Lask the gentleman to with- 
draw the demand for the previous question for a 
moment. 

Mr. POTTER. Certainly. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, there was a 
motion made to recommit this bill, and that mo- 


| tion was moved to be amended by instructing the 
| committee-to strike out the eighth section of the 


bill, and insert in lieu thereof a section extending 
to the soldiers of the present war the benefits of 


| the bounty land act of 1855. The gentleman from 


Wisconsin has withdrawn his motion to recom- 
mit, and I presume that my amendment falls. 

The SPEAKER. It does, there being nothing 
before the House to which it was moved. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to say that the eighth 


| section of this bill contains some very important 


the Government strengthens its credit. Public | 


provisions. The grant of thirty dollars to each 


| of the soldiers who serves for three months will 


| amount in all to $3,000,000. 


The soldiers who 
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entered the service under the act of the 22d of July 
last, will receive $100 bounty if they serve six 
months. Now, sir 

Mr. POTTER. I did not know that the gentle- 
man wanted to make another speech, 

Mr. HOLMAN, Lask the gentleman to let me 
get in my motion to strike out the eighth section 
of the bill, and to insert a provision extending the 
bounty land law of 1855 to the soldiers of this 
war. Ifthe House is not willing to incorporate 
that bounty land feature into the bill, I will not 
embarrass the passage of the bill by any further 
motions. 





Mr. POTTER. The amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Indiana is deemed by the 
friends of this bill to be entirely opposed to the 
principles of a homestead law, and | therefore 
decline to admit it. I renew the demand for the 
previous question, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Task the gentle- 
man to yield to me for a suggestion. I wish to 
state to the real and bona fide advocates of the 
homestead policy, in regard to the proposition of 
the gentleman from Indiana, thatif it were adopted 
it would absorb every acre of the land now sur- 
veyed by the United States—134,000,000 acres— 
so that there would not be an acre of surveyed 
land upon which any citizen of the United States 
could claim a homestead. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let me reply to that. 

Mr. POTTER. Lean yield no further. [ in- 
sist on the demand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, there 
being, on a division—ayes 70, noes 20. 


Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays 


| on ordering the main question to be put, 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

‘The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

‘The House refused to adjourn, there being, on 
a division—ayes 20, noes 74. 

The amendments moved by Mr. Porrur were 
then severally agreed to; and the bill as amended 
was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 


third time. 


Mr. POTTER demanded the previous question 


| qn the passage of the bill. 


| nays on the p&ssage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put, 

Mr. WASHBURNE demanded the yeas and 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 107, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Ashley, Baker, 
Baxter, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, 


| Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Clements, Cobb, Colfax, 


Frederick A.Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, Covode, 
Cox, Cravens, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Delano, Diven, Duell, 
Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Fessenden, Frank, 


| Goodwin, Granger, Gurley, Haight, Hale, Hanchett, Har 


rison, Holman, Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Knapp, Lansing, 
Law, Lazear, Lovejoy, McKnight, McPherson, Mitchell, 
Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Nixon, 
Nugen, Oiin, Patton, Pendleton, Perry, Timothy G. Phelps, 
Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, Alexander H. Rice, John H. 
Rice, Richardson, Riddle, Robinson, Edward H. Rollins, 
Sargent, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sheffield, Sloan, John B. 
Steele, Stevens, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Train, 
Trimble, Trowbridge, Vallandigham, Van Valkenburgh, 
Van Wyck, Verree, Voorhees, Wallace, Er P. Walton, 
Ward, Washburne, Whaley, Albert 8. White, Wilson, 
Windom, Woodruff, Worcester, and Wright—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Joseph Baily, Jacob B. Blair, George H. 
Browne, William G. Brown, Corning, Crittenden, Dunlap, 
Grider, Harding, Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Norton, 
Shiel, Vibbard, and Wickliffe—16. 


So the bill was passed. 

During the vote, 

Mr. ANCONA stated that he was paired with 
Mr. Bairey, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. HOLMAN stated that Mr. Lenman was 
paired with Mr. Van Horn, and that the latter 
would have voted for and the former against the 
bill. 

Mr. DAWES stated that Mr. Fenton was 
paired with Mr. Wessrer, and that the former 
would have voted for and the latter against the 
bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON stated that he was paired with 
Mr. SHerman, who was necessarily absent as sur- 
geon of a volunteer regiment. Mr. J. would have 
voted against the bill in its present shape. 

The vote was then announced asabove recorded. 


Mr. POTTER moved to reconsider the vote by 
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and also moved that 
laid upon the table. 


"The ter mou was arreed ¢ 
ENROLLED BILI 

Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled a bill (H. R. No. 154) making 
en sundry civil expenses of the 
Government forthe year ending the 30th of June, 
al appropriations for the year 
) of June, 1862; when the Speaker 


f t} 


And then, on motion of Mr. COX, (at half past 
OCK, P. M.,) the House ud) yurned, 


IN SENATE. 
Monnay, March 3, 1862. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunperLanp 
The Journal of Friday last wa read and ap- 


proved. ye 
CREDENTIALS PRESENTED. 


Mr. LANE, otf Indiana, present d the creden- 
tials of Hon. Josern A. Waricut, appointed by 
the Governor of Indianaa Senator from that State, 
to fill, until the next meeting of the Legislature, 
the vacancy occasioned by the expulsion of Jesse 
D. Briel = redentials having been read, the 

uth pou ribed by taw was administered to Mr. 


W xicur.and he took his seat in the Senat 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 

' ; Secretary of War, communi- 

iting, In compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 

ute of the 16th of January, information in relation 

to payments for transport ition made to railroads 

in Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, and Pennsylva- 

: which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 

y Affairs and the Militia; and ordered to be 
printed, 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 


i report of the 


! 


‘ 


Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating, in obedience to law, a statement of the 
ontingent expenses of the War Department for 
i fiscal year endine June 30, 1861: which was 
ordered to lie on the table ,and be printe d. 
The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
iting, In answer to a resolution of the Senate 
fthe 7th of January, information in relation to 
he number of three 


1) 


vears volunteers in the ser- 
vice of the United States, and the number of brig- 
adier generals and other brigade officers that have 
been nominated to the Senate for confirmation; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
pieating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 29th of January, information in re- 


lation to the number of troops raised for the service 


of the United States in each State of the Union; 
which was ordered to he on the table, and be 
printed 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, in an- 


swer to a resolutaon of the Senate of the 4b of 
February, in relation to the orders, supplies, and 
‘e given to the military command 
n Kansas; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed, 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a reportof the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer toa resolution of the Senate of the 24th of 
lebruary, to institute an inquiry and report what 
oflicers employed in the collection and protection 

f the revenue may be discontinued without detri- 
ment to the public service; which was ordered to 

on the table, and be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War in answer 
to aresolutvion of the Senate of December 30, 1861, 
transmitting copies of the proceedings of the court- 
martial that tried the charges against Captain 


ammount ot. for 


in) Service 


‘Thomas Jordan, of the quartermaster’s depart- | 


ment. 

Mr. NESMITH. I move that the papers be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. As to print- 
ing, [think the committee had better examine the 
documents first; they are very voluminous. 

Mr. NESMITH. The proceedings are pre- 


sented in response to a resolution I offered to the 
Senate at an early part of the session. I should 
be glad to have them printed, because there are 


\ legislative matters depe ndent on the se documents 


that I desire to call up when they are printed. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Ve ry well. 

Mr. HALE. Before the motion to printis put, 
I want simply to make a single remark about it. 
Up to within a very few years, the Senate rigidly 
refused to interfere, even to call for papers of this 
kind. I know there were some proceedings that 
| thought were perfectly outrageous in the Navy 
Department a few years ago, and I tried to get the 
Senate to call for them, but it was resisted, and 
resisted by a most decided vote of the Senate, upon 
the ground that it was unwise and indiscreet and 
injurious to the service for the Senate to undertake 
to set themselves up as a court of revision of the 
doings of the Army and Navy in courts-martial. 
The Senate refused it for fears; and if I am-not 
mistaken, the very first instance in which there 
has been a departure from that rule was at the 
presentsession—perhaps itmaynothave been first, 
butit was among the first—on the eall of the Sen- 
ator from lowa, {Mr. Grimes,] who offered a res- 
olution calling for the proceedings of the court- 
martial in the case of Colonel Miles, for his con- 
duct at the battle of Bull Run. It is an entire 
innovation, If you are going to keep up courts- 
martial in the Army or Navy, you must let them 
eo for what they are; you might justas well call 
for the proceedings of the judicial courts in the 
trial of criminals, and submit them to revision 
here. As the law is constituted this body has no 
power over them atall. They are in the nature 
of judicial proceedings. You must amend your 
laws, and not call for the proceedings in each par- 
ticular case; and it has been fora great many years 
the course of the Senate not to call for them. | 
am opposed to a departure from it unless the law 
is change d. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hepe the Senator from 
Oregon will withdraw his motion fo print. If we 
begin to print papers of this description, we shall 
necessarily incur very great expense, and the 
printing can amount to nothing except the grati- 
fication of curiosity. Such papers are generally 
called for on the suggestion of a single Senator, if 
at all, and he can examine them; but to eall for 
proceedings of courts-martial, and then print 
them, will involve in the consequences consider- 
able expense. They*oucht to be referred and 
looked into before we decide on printing. 

Mr. NESMITH. Very well; | withdraw my 
motion to print, , 

The papers were referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. WILMOT presented a petition of citizens 
of Easton, Pennsylvania, praying for the total 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented four petitions from citizens of 


Pennsylvania, praying for the total abolition of | 


slavery throughout the country; which were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

He also presented resolutions of the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania in relation to the coéperation of 
that State with New Jersey and Delaware in the 
defenses of Delaware river and bay; which were 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. POMEROY presented the petition of Wil- | 


liam Chestnut and other citizens of Ossawatomie, | 


Kansas, praying for the establishment of a daily 


mail route from Leavenworth to Fort Scott; which | 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of George Brat- 
ton and others, citizens of Kansas, praying for 
the establishment of a daily mail route from To- 
peka to Humboldt; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. WADE presented a petition of citizens of | 


Ohio, praying for the passage of a law forfeiting | 


the property of rebels, and that the proceeds be 
upplied to the payment of the expenses of the 
war; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. GRIMES presented the petition of Fred- | 


York, praying for the location of a national arm- 
ory at Rock Island, lilinois; which was ordered 
to jie on the table. 


erick B. Van Vieck and others, citizens of New | 
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Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of Jane 
McAllister, daughter of a revolutionary soldier 
praying for pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILKINSON presented a memorial of th, 
Legislature of Minnesota, in favor of the I 
lishment of a mail route from Torah, in Stearns 
county, via Lake George and Grove Lake, to Alex- 
andria, in Douglas county, in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post 0; 
and Post Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislatyre 
of Minnesota, in favor of the establishment of » 
mail route*by steamers weekly, from Detroi 
Michigan, to Duluth, in the State of Minnesota. 
which was referred to the Committee on the Pos: 
Office and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Alfred P. Fos- 
ter and others, citizens of New York, praying that 
South Carolina, Georgia, and all that portion of 
Florida lying east of the Appalachicola river, be 
reduced to a territorial condition, and set apart to 
colonize all persons set free from slavery; which 
was referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. MORRILL presented the memorial of RB. 
C. Bailey, praying remuneration for expenses and 
damages sustained by him by the seizure and de- 
tention of the ship Arago while in the prosecution 
of a lawful voyage in the month of May, 186], by 
the naval commanding officer of the United States 
at Hampton Roads; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HARRIS presented three petitions of citi- 
zens of New York, one signed by all the State offi- 
cers of that State, praying that the office and dig- 
nity of a full major general be conferred upon 
General John E. Wool, and that his rank as such 
take effect from the time when his commission of 
major general by brevet bears date; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia. : 

Mr. McDOUGALL presented nine petitions 
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estab- 
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ost 


| from citizens of California, praying for the estab- 


lishment of an overland mail from the eastern 
States through New Mexico to Los Angeles, Cal- 
ifornia; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pensions, 


to whom was referred the petition of Erastus 
Hutchins, of Morgan county, Ohio, praying for 
arrears of. pension, reported adversely thereon, 
and submitted a report; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of Samuel Noah, of Mount 
Pulaski, Logan county, Illinois, praying fora pen- 
sion, reported adversely thereon, and submitted 
a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Charlotte Crane, of 
Richmond county, New York, widow of Ichabod 
B. Crane, colonel of the first regiment of artillery, 
United States Army, praying for a pension, re- 
ported adversely thereon, and submitted a report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of William R. Coombs, 
praying fora pension, reported adversely thereon, 


_and submitted a report; which was ordered to be 


printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Eunice Church, pray- 
ing for a pension, reported adversely thereon, 
and submitted a report; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Hugh H. Howard, 
praying for a pension, submitted a report, accom- 


| panied by a bill (S. No. 219) granting an invalid 


pension to Haugh H. Howard, of Hockingport, 
State of Ohio. The bill was read, and passed to 
a second reading, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE IKOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Ernerines, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed a bill (No. 125) to secure 
homesteads to actual settlers on the public do- 
main, and to provide a bounty to soldiers in lieu 
of grants of the public lands; in which the concur- 
rence of the Senate was requested. 
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ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed an enrolled bill (H. R. 
No, 104) fixing the number of the House of Rep- 
woeentatives from and after the 3d of March, 1863; 
whieh thereupon received the signature of the 
Vice President. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WADE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. 
No. 55) in relation to the appointment of assist- 

it adjutants general and other staf officers in the 
regular 
and passed to a second reading. 


IIOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


and volunteer service; which was read, | 


The bill (No. 125) to secure homesteads to act- | 


ual settlers on the public domain, and to provide 
a bounty for soldiers in lieu of grants of the pub- 


lic lands, wes read twice by its title, and referred 


to the Committee on Public Lands. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
from the President of the United 
by Mr. Hay, his Secretary, announced 
thatthe President had approved and signed, on the 
]st instant, an act (S. No. 212) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue certificates of 
indebtedness to public creditors, 
CAPTAIN GOLDSBOROUGH.,. 


A message 
States, 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a message from the President of the United 
States, recommending that Captain Louis M. 
Goldsborough receive a vote of thanks of Congress 
for his services and gallantry displayed in the com- 
bined attack of the forces commanded by him and 
Brigadier General Burnside, in the capture of 
Roanoke island and the destruction of rebel gun- 
boatson the 7th, 8th,and 10th of February, 1862; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 
RAILROADS IN MISSOURI. 

A message from the House of Representatives 

' 
House had agreed to the second and third amend- 
ments of the Senate to the resolution of the House 
(No. 37) in relation to certain railroads in the 
State of Missouri, and had disagreed to the first 
amendment of the Senate to the resolution. 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, 
the Senate insisted on its first amendment to the 
joint resolution, and asked for a conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses. Mr. Wiu- 
son of Massachusetts, Mr. Henperson, and Mr. 
Harris were appointed the committee of confer- 
ence on the part of the Senate. 


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 
Mr. CHANDLER. The Committee on Com- 


merce, to whom was referred House bill No. 294, 


y Mr. EruerinGe, its Clerk, announced thatthe | 


have directed me to report the same back, witha | 


recommendation that it pass; and I ask the unani- 


mous consent of the Senate to allow it to be put 1 


on its passage now.” Itissimply to administer an 
oath of allegiance to captains of vessels in the 
mercantile service sailing to foreign ports. 

There being no objection, the bill (H. R. No. 
294) requiring an oath of allegiance and to support 
the Constitution of the United States to be admin- 
istered to masters of American vessels clearing for 
foreign or other ports during the present rebellion, 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
The bill makes it the duty of the several collectors 


of the customs ‘at the ports of entry within the | 
United States, during the continuance of the pres- | 


ent rebellion, to cause to be administered to each 
and every master of any American ship or vessel, 
steamship or steam vessel, about to clear for any 
foreign port or place, or for any port or place 
within the United States, the oath of allegiance 
required by chapter sixty-four of the acts of the 


year 1861; which oath is to’ be duly taken by such | 


masters before such vessels are to be permitted to 
clear for such ports. This oath or affirmation may 


be taken before the collector of customs at the port | 


from which the vessel is about to clear, or before 
any justice of the peace or notary public or other 
person who is legally authorized to administer an 


oath in the State or district where it may be ad- | 


ministered. Any violation of the oath will sub- 
ject the offender to all the pains and penalties of 
willful and corrupt perjury, and he will be liable 
to be indicted and prosecuted to eonvietion for any 
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| nuance of the existing war. 


such offense before any court having competent 
jurisdiction thereof. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

ENLISTMENTS IN THE REGULAR ARMY. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I am di- 
rected by the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
217) to encourage enlistments in the regular Army 
of the United States, and for other purposes, to re- 
port the bill back with two slight amendments. l 
move that the bill be considered at the present time, 
I think there cannot be any opposition to it. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as inCom- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. It provides that it shall be lawful, under and 
pursuant to such rules as the President may pre- 
scribe, to enlist from the ranks of the volunteer 
forces now in the service of the United States all 
privates, not exceeding the number necessary to 
fill the regiments authorized by law, who may de- 
sire so to be enlisted in the cavalry, artillery, or in- 
fantry of the regular Army of the United States, 
either for the term of three years or for the unex- 
pired term of their volunteer enlistment; and all 
such volunteers as may be thus enlisted in and 
transferred to the regular service are to be entitled, 
upon such enlistment in and transfer to the reg- 
ular Army, to receive in advance twenty-five dol- 
lars, which is to be taken by them as part of the 
$100 bounty to which, by law, they would sev- 
erally be entitled upon the expiration of their 
respective terms of enlistment. 

Section five of the act ‘to authorize the em- 
ployment of volunteers,’’ approved July 22, 1861, 
and section five of the act ** to increase the present 
military establishment of the United States,’’ ap- 
proved July 29, 1861, are to be so construed as to 
allow twenty-five dollars of the bounty of one 
hundred dollars therein provided to be paid im- 
mediately after enlistment to every soldier of the 
regular Army hereafter enlisted during the contin- 
The President of the 
United States is to be authorized, by and with the 
consent of the Senate, to appointas many military 
storekeepers in the quartermaster’s department of 
the Army as the exigencies of the service may 


| require, provided the whole number of military 


| each division of the forces of the United States, con- | 


storekeepers in that department shall not exceed 
twelve. 
During the existing insurrection and rebellion 


sisting of two or more brigades, is to have the fol- 
lowing officers attached thereto, who shall consti- 
tute the staff of the permanent commander thereof, 
viz: one assistant adjutant general and one as- 
sistant inspector general, who shall bear, respect- 
ively, therank of major, and whoshall be assigned 
from the Army or volunteer forces. Also, three 
aids-de-camp, to bear the rank of captain, to be 


| appointed by the President, upon the recommend- 


ation of the commander of the division, and the 
appointment to cease upon the expiration of his 
division command. Also, one medical director, to 
bear the rank of major, and to be assigned from 
the surgeons or assistant surgeons of the regular 
Army or from the brigade surgeons of volunteers. 
The division commander may detail an officer of 
his command, of the rank of captain, to act as 


judge advocate of the division, or a lieutenant of 


the command, upon the recommendation of the 
commander, may be assigned by the President to 
act as such division judge advocate, and he will 
bear the rank of captain whilesoassigned The 
officers are to receive the same pay and allowances 
as are provided by law for officers of cavalry of 
corresponding rank. Officers of the regular Army, 
thus assigned or appointed and detached to staff 
duty, upon the cessation of such service, are to 
resume their positions in the regular Army, with 
the same rank and promotion as if they had con- 
tinued to serve in their own regiments or corps. 
The semior officer of artillery in each division, in 
addition to his other duties, is to act as chief of 
artillery and ordnance at the headquarters of the 
division, and to receive the rank and pay of a 
major, if of a rank inferior thereto. 

The first amendment reported by the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs was in the twenty-fourth 
line of the fourth section, to strike out the words 
** or appointed;”’ so that the clause will read: 

Offieers of the regular Army assigned and detached to staff 
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duty, as above provided, shall, upon the cessation of such 
service, resume their position in the regular Army, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
section four, to strike out, in lines thirty and thir- 
ty-one, the following words: ‘*and shall receive 
the rank and pay of a major, if of a rank inferior 
thereto;’’ so that the clause will read: 

The senior officer of artillery in each division shall, in 
addition to his other duties, act as chief of artillery and 
ordnance at the headquarters of the division, 


The amendment was arreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary sug- 
rests another amendment, to make the bill formal. 
The third section now reads: *“That the President 
of the United States be, and he hereby is, author- 
ized, by and with the consent of the Senate,’ &c. 
The word ** advice’? is left out. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
merely verbal. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amendment 
will be made if there be no objection, 


Mr. SHERMAN. I would ask the chairman 


That is 


+ of the Committee on Military Affairs why he does 


not report a clause repealing that section of the 
act of last summer authorizing the appointment 
of additional aids by the generals. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts 
another bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN, It was said by the Senator 
the other day, when the subject was discussed, 
that he would report it on this bill. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts It is on 
another bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I want it somewhere. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. It was put 
on another bill that I think we shall get through 
in a day or two. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
this bill. 

Mr. GRIMES. We have it on two other bills. 
| have an amendment already drawn, and | offer 
it heres 


That is on 


I think it had better be on 


ind be it further enacted, That the act approved August 
5, 1861, entitled ** An act supplementary to an act entitied 
‘An act to increase the present military establishment ot 
the United States,’?”? approved July 29, 1861, be and the 
same is hereby repealed. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. As thatamendment pro- 
poses to repeal an act, [ think it had better come 
in as the concluding section of the bill; and I ask 
the Senator to withdraw it for a moment to give 
me achance to offer several sections as an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. GRIMES. Certainly. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to amend the bill 
by adding three sections to it, composing the cav- 
alry bill as it is called, which has come back from 
the House of Representatives. The first section 
of that bill, as it originally passed the Senate, pro- 
vided for a reduction of the volunteer cavalry to 
forty regiments; the second section gave three 
months’ extra pay to the officers and enlisted men 
discharged necessarily by the act; and the third 
section provided for an examination of the officers. 
I offer the first and third sections as they passed 
the Senate, and | strike out of the second section 
the words ‘and enlisted men,’’ and reduce the 
pay to two months. That bill has come back 


from the House with an amendment increasing 


the cavalry regiments from forty to fifty. 

There is no reason in the world why the men en- 
listed and discharged should receive three months’ 
extra pay. Mostof them have been in their own 
States. ‘They have not been in service at all. See 
how it operates: we have a regiment of cavalry 
raised in my own State, for instance; they have 
been spending the winter at Augusta, the capital 
of the State; they have been there receiving fifteen 
dollarsa month, and they have had their clothing 
and their support, and have not beeh out of the 
State. If they should happen to be discharged 
there is no reason in the world why we should pay 
them three months’ extra pay. Taking these as 
full regiments, | have made a calculation of what 
we should have to pay under the second section 
of that bill, which is merely giving away money 
for no service in the world to men who have been 
doing better during the winter thanany other labor- 
ing men inthe community. Having received fif- 
teen dollars per month and their clothing and sup- 
port for several months, we should be just giving 
them three months’ extra pay for no service in the 
world, and it would amount, according to my cal- 
culation, to something like $2,000,000, if the regi- 
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menis were all full. Now, I must say to gentle- 
men it is time for us to begin to think a little more 
about the money. The event of this war depends 
upon W hether we can support itor not, and at the 
rate we are going on we shall come to a conclu- 
sion before we are aware of it, I fear. This deal- 
ing so lavishly and liberally, giving money away 
for no rea 300 whatever to men, simply because 
they have enlisted, is a matter that neither this 
Crovernment nor any other Government in the 
world can | " 
We may as well talk plainly at one time as 
another; and instead of asking how much money 
we shall give soldiers, ask how the country can 
lf. Under the circumstances, I pro- 
pose to pat these sections here for the sake of 
avoiding difficulty. The bill would not have 
ed the Senate without opposition with this pro- 
on in it, if 1 had not been in my committee- 
room at the time it went through. I said, during 
the discussion, that in regard to officers who have 
been at the expense of providing uniforms and 
buying horses, and many of them at very consid- 
e in raising their companies, it,was 
proper that they should be remunerated to a cer- 
tain extent, 
ple of months’ extra pay; but with regard 
to privates there 1s no reason for it under heaven. 
I would rather fix the number of regiments at 
thirty, if the chairman of the Military Committee 
will be satisfied with that; but [ shall not urge 
t proposilion against his wish. 
Vir. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The House 


of Repre 


support. 


Sunport its¢ 


erable expense 


a coujy 


entatives amended our bill so as to fix 


the number at fifty, and I am told thataf we insist | 


on forty they will resist it, but I think they will 
be satisfied that it 1s enough. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. [shall not urge the reduc- 


on to thirty regiments against the wishes of the 
rman. IL offer the amendment in the form I 
ive surgested. 
The YICK PRESIDENT. The amendment 
f the Senator from Maine is to insert, as addi- 
tional sections, what the Secretary will read. 
‘The Secretary read, as follows: 


That the cavalry forces in the service of the United States 
il hereafter be organized as follows: each regiment of 
iiry shall have one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, 

three majors, One surgeon, one assistant surgeon, one regi- 

ental adjutant, one regiinental quartermaster, one regi- 
tal Commissary, One veterinary surgeon, whose com- 
pousation shall be seventy-five dollars per month, with the 
rank of a regimental sergeant major, one sergeant major, 
e quartermaster sergeant, one Commissary sergeant, two 
hospital stewards, one saddier sergeant, one veterinary ser- 


\ 


| have no objection to their getting 


cers. I had great doubts about giving anything 
in this respect; but I think there is as much rea- 
son for privates, who have been carried away, 
receiving money, as for officers. 1 move to make 
it one month’s pay for both officers and privates. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is only a question of 
about a million of dollars, or seven or eight hun- 
dred thousand; that is all. If we can afford to 
throw away our money in this way, to just make 


Treasury, we may do it on a mere motion; it is 
nothing more. The distinction is this: the officers 
furnish their own uniforms, which cost them a 
hundred dollars; I think they furnish their own 


horses, also. Many of them have been put to 


gifts of half millions at a time in this state of the | 
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very considerable expense, I am told, in raising | 


regiments before they receive anything. I thought || 


under these circumstances, it might be just to 


give them something if they are discharged, be- | 


cause they enter for the war. The same rule does 
not apply to the private soldier, and although my 
impression is that it will be no more than just to 
give something to the officers, yet rather than 


throw away half a million dollars, which ought.-| 


not to be paid to anybody, I would let them go 
and take their chance for remuneration hereafter, 
if they ought to have any. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 


is on the amendment proposed by the Senator | 


from New York. 

Mr. HOWE. I want to say a word about that 
amendment. It seems to me that the proposition 
to make some compensation to officers is a just 
one; but it does not strike me that a month or two 


months’ or three months’ pay is a practical way | 


of doing that justice. The injustice of mustering 
these men out of service at the present time, as | 
understand it, is, that they have been at the ex- 
pense of equipping and uniforming themselves 
with a view of entering upon the service of the 
United States for a series of months or years; they 
have just obtained their uniforms, and paid for 
them, and they are mustered out. 


| House of Representatives at all. 














the House of Representatives would agree to it 
The probability is, if we send it back to them fix. 
ing the number at forty regiments, we shall stil] 


| have the bill hanging along here for it may be 
| weeks to come; but put it in the shape suggested 


by the Senator from New York, and I have no 
doubtit would beacceded to, and wecan very easily 
spend the cost of keeping ten regiments in the field 


| a good while by debating this measure with thirty 


additional regiments on pay while we are debai- 


| ing it. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish the Senate to un- 
derstand precisely my object; it is perfectly eyj- 
dent that the Senator from Wisconsirr does not. 
We sent the cavalry bill down to the House of 
Representatives with the third section in it, and 
that section has been agreed to by the House. If 
that bill goes back to them at all, it goes back on 
the single question of fifty or forty regiments; 


| everything else is settled. That is what I wantto 


avoid. I do not want to send that bill back to the 
I want to save 
this large amount of money, and the only way 
we can save it is by keeping that bill here and 


| sending there another bill, with this provision dis- 


This expense | 


is just about the same figure for every officer; but | 


the pay of officers differs very materially; the pay 
of a colonel is much higher than the pay of a lieu- 
tenant. Whatever the expense of the uniform is, 
that all ought to have, it seems to me, and they 
ought to have nothing more. 


|, justice that has been done them; and if any pro- 


iit, one chief trumpeter, and one chief farrier or black- | 


mith; and each regiment shall consist of twelve compa 
! or troops, and each company or troop shall have one 
ptain, One first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, and 
ne acting or supernumerary second lieutenant, to be se 
lected trom the non-commissioned officers of the respective 
regiments, One first sergeant, one quartermaster sergeant, 
one Commissary sergeant, five sergeants, eight corporals, 
two teamsters, two farriers or blacksmiths, one saddler, one 
wagoner, and seventy-eight privates; the regimental adju- 
tants, the regimental quartermasters, and regimental com- 
imissaries to be taken from the first lieutenants of their re- 
epective regiments, but inwhich they shall continue in the 
line of promotion: Provided, That vacancies caused by this 


organization shall not be considered as original, but shall 


be filled by regular promotion. 
Ind be it further enacted, ‘That the President of the Uni- 


ted States be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed, | 


under such regulations as he may establish, to reduce, by 
transier, discharge, or otherwise, the volunteer cavalry 


forces now in the service beyond forty regiments, each of | 


which regiments to be orgenized as provided for by this act. 

Ind be it further enacted, That the officers necessarily 
discharged from service by this act shall, in addition tothe 
allowances granted by existing laws, receive each two 
montis’ extra pay proper. 

-fnd be it further enacted, Thatall officers of cavalry who 
have been or may hereafter be appointed in the volunteer 
force in the service of the United States, shall be examined 
by a board of officers to be appointed by the Secretary of 
War, aad who shal) be familiar with the tactics and organ 


ization of the mounted or cavalry service of the United 
1 


States Army. 


Mr. WILKINSON. I want to offer an amend- 


ment to the amendment, to strike out ** and offi- 
cers;’’ so that the officers shall be placed on the 
same footing with the privates. I do not agree 
with the Senator from Maine at all in the idea that 
officers should be allowed two months’ pay, while 
the privates are excluded. 

The ViCE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorshould 
move then to strike out that whole section. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Very well, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no objection to 
that. 

Mr. KING. It seems to me that there is as 
much reason for paying the privates as the offi- 


| 


outfit, the cost of preparing them to enter upon 
this service. 

Now, I have one word to say with regard to 
the amendment offered to the bill. Ido not know 
but that there is some good reason for bringing 
up the subject of the disposition of the cavalry in 
the shape of an amendment to the bill pending 
before the Senate. ‘The two measures, however, 
seem to me radically different, and | was sorry 
that the cavalry question was brought in here as 
an amendment. It seems to me if it were treated 
as a distinct measure, we should get to the end of 


That is all the in- |! 


vision is made for them at all, it should be a pro- | 
vision which should pay them the cost of their | 


banding the cavalry upon it. The only question 
left to the Senate is, whether they will, as a mere 


| matter of favor—for it is nothing else—in the pres- 


ent state of the Treasury, present these soldiers 
with a million and a half or two millions of do]- 
lars which they have not earned in any shape or 
form. A friend remarks to me, and | have heard 
it before, that it was stated in one of the London 
papers a short time ago, and I believe it is true, 
that we are paying for our Army as much per 
month as the English are paying to support their 
army for a year at the present time. How long 
can we stand it?) We have burdens enough upon 
us now that we must meet, in all conscience, with- 
out legislating so rashly and with such open hands, 
without reflection, giving money to people to 
whom it is not due and who never contracted for 
it. ‘That is the only question left to the Senate. 
I must do my duty. I cannot suffer these things 
to be passed without notice. I know it applies to 
men in my own State as well as other States; but 
we have duties to perform that are beyond all 
these considerations, and when we are voting the 
public money we should inquire whether we have 
a right to do it in the way we are going on. 

Mr. KING. This bill was originally reported 
by the Military Committee to reduce the cavalry 


| force to fifty thousand men—that number was 


| fixed upon after consultation with the chief of 
| cavalry and the chief officers of the Army—and 


without any extra pay whatever. The Senate 
reduced the number to forty regiments, and added 


/a provision giving three months’ extra pay to 


those who should be mustered out of service. I 


| proposed at that time, instead of reducing the 


it much more speedily than we can by the pres- | 


ent proceeding. We ought to act upon that ques- 
tion, and act very early. Everybody concedes 


that we have some thirty regiments of oavalry | 


more than the Government needs. 
them for months and have been paying them for 
months. One of the most economical measures 
pending before either House of Congress,.in my 
judgment, is one to get rid of these thirty or forty 
regiments, whatever the excess is. But if this 
amendment be adopted, it sends this bill to the 
House of Representatives with a measure in- 
grafted upon it just such as the House of Repre- 
sentauives has once rejected, and opens the debate 
there anew. If the bill before the Senate could 
be acted upon and passed, and then the cavalry 
bill taken up and the Senate vote upon the amend- 
ments made by the House of Representatives, it 
seems to me we should get to the end of it much 
more speedily than we shall by this process, 

As to the number of cavalry regiments, I have 
but very little choice aboutit. A proposition was 
made by the Senator from New York (Mr. Kine] 


We have had | 


number of regiments to forty, to reduce it to fifty, 
with discretion in the President or the Secretary 
of War to muster out an additional number of 
regiments whenever the exigencies of the public 
service would permit. I should have been con- 
tent with that provision in the bill; but the ques- 
tion before us now is simply as to extra pay. It 
seems to me that if we are to give it at all, we 
should give it to them all alike; but I think one 
month’s pay is enough for any of them. The 
motion I make, therefore, is to reduce the pay of 
all the officers and men one month, instead of two 
or three. 


Mr. NESMITH. I am opposed to the amend- 


_ ment offered by the Senator from New York, and 


the other day which I thought to be the mostsens- | 


ible and practical that | heard suggested, and that 
was to leave it discretionary with the President to 


muster out such regiments as he could spare, re- | 


ducing them at least to fifty regiments. I do not 
recollect the exact terms of the proposition. 1 
think if the cavalry bill was now put inthat shape, 


I concur in the views of the Senator from Maine. 
The proposition to discharge these men and give 
them either three months’ or one month’s pay 1s 
wrong. They have been well paid for what they 
have done while they have been in service. If 
they are discharged now by virtue of the bill under 
consideration, and which | presume will become 
a law, they can all reénlist in the regular regi- 
ments. Every man discharged by this act can 
reénlist in a regular regiment, and his pay goes 
on, and in addition to that he gets twenty-five 
dollars bounty when he reénlists, and gets seventy- 
five dollars more at the expiratiom of his term of 
service. That provides amply for the men, No 
injustiee, no wrong is done them. In fact, it will 
be a benefit to the men to be discharged, because 
it opens an opportunity for them to get into a 
better corps of the service by enlisting in the reg- 
ular Army, not for three years, but for the unex- 
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pired term of their service in the volunteer force. || 


So far as the officers are concerned, they too have 
been amply paid, and will suffer no loss by the 
massage of the bill, without receiving any extra 
compensation. 


In relation to the cavalry service generally, lL 


think there is no department of the Government 
which has been so badly and so extravagantly 
Not only the President, but many of 


th naged. 


yis subordinates have given authority to men to || 


use cavalry regiments. Men have come here 


speculating, and they have done what ghey call 


“putting up’? regiments. They have been author- | 


-od to goekome and raise regiments, furnish 
horses, arms, equipments, uniforms, and they 
have brought regiments into the field at an enor- 


mous expense, and when they have been brought | 
into the field they have been perfectly worthless. | 


You have heard of little service being rendered by 


these cavalry regiments, and you will not hear of | 
their rendering much service. It is not in the na- | 


ture of things that they should. There is nothing, 
as a soldier, so worthless and so helpless as a 
man on horseback who cannot manage his horse, 
and who knows nothing of the use of the saber. 
He is a perfect incumbrance on any battle-field. 


| 
| 
} 
| 


Mr. HOWE. I do not; I mean to oppose it. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. As 


one 


| o’clock is close at hand, it is evident this bill can- 


| not be disposed of this morning if there is to be 


| any further contest. 


{ am in favor of reducing the cavalry force to | 
the lowest possible point. I believe we have now 


three times as many cavalry soldiers as there is 
any necessity for. ‘T'oobviate the use of the saber, 
which makes the cavalry soldier the most effective, 


they have undertaken to innovate on our usage, | 


and the usages I believe of almost every country 
except Mexico and Spain, by arming cavalry 


soldiers with long poles with iron on the ends of | 


them. They call them lances—a kind of frog- 
stickers, with red flag-staffs at the end of them. 


The men, with these poles and frog-stickers, will | 


never hurt anybody in the world unless it is some 
wounded or disabied man. They will never run 
them into an enemy; they may run them into each 
other. They will never be of any sort of service 
on a battle-field or in confronting an enemy. I 
amin favor of dispensing with all that expensive 
branch of the service which gets up these fancy 
arrangements for mere show. ‘They are orna- 
mental; they are not useful, were never intended 
to be so, and can never be so. Tenthousand, or 
fifteen thousand, or twenty thousand cavalry at 


most, are as much as can be effectively used in | 


this war. You will never hearof any distinguished 
charges made by that species of cavalry upon any 
battle-field. You may hear of their being useful 
in pursuing fugitive or small parties, but you will 
never hear of their making any charge against in- 
fantry or against artillery, or being of any use in 
the way that cavalry is usually used and is effect- 
ive in European armies. It is not in the nature 
of things. It takes long to make a cavalry soldier; 
and most of the men enlisted in the eastern States 
know nothing about the management of a horse, 
much less the management of a saber. | think the 
best way to make good cavalry of the men who 
are armed with frog-stickers would be to put them 
on foot, [laughter,} for they will never be of any 
service on horseback. 

As I said before, I am in favor of dispensing 
with the whole of them, and I am not in favor of 
paying the men who are discharged, because the 
door is open to them to reénter the service on bet- 
ter conditions tan they entered it at first, with 
twenty-five dollars advanced as bounty, and sev- 
enty-five dollars to be paid at the end of the term, 
aud all the clothing and equipments furnished 
them which is provided for by the act under which 
they went into service. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. President 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I accepted the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Minnesota.to strike out 
the whole section giving extra pay. 

Mr. KING. My motion was to amend the 
amendment of the Senator from Maine; but if he 
waives that, mine, of course, goes with it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question be- 
fore the Senate, as the Chair understands, is the 
motion of the Senator from Minnesota to strike 
out one section of the amendment cf the Senator 
from Maine 

Mr. HOWE. I understood that the Senator 
from Maine accepted the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota as a modification of the 
amendment he offered to the bill 


Mr. WILSON (to Mr. Howe.) Do you agree 
to that? 











| regiments or corps. 


j There is one section of this 
bill which Iam anxious to get through this morn- 
ing without fail; and if we can get it through here, 
I shall endeavor to get it acted on by the House 
of Representatives to-day. I move to lay this 
bill on the table and take up the division staff 
bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 
of the day is now before the Senate, on which 
the Senator from California [Mr. McDovea tt] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I hope the 
Senator will yield for a minute or two for the pur- 
pose I have indicated. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. 


I will yield for that pur- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|; mea single minute. 


| recalled. 


ose. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is || 


on the motion of the Senator from Massachusetts 
to lay on the table the bill which has been under 
consideration this morning, and take up the bill 
indicated by him. 


ARMY DIVISION STAFFS. 
The consideration of the bill (S. No. 122) pro- 


|| viding for the organization of the staff attached to 
| divisions of the Army of the United States, reg- 
ularand volunteer, was resumed as in Committee || 


of the Whole. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move to 

strike out all after the word ‘ that,’’ immediately 

after the enacting clause of the bill, and insert an 


| amendment which has been unanimously agreed 


upon by the Military Committee, which | think 


|| accomplishes nearly all we intended to accomplish 


by the original bill: 

During the existing insurrection and rebellion each divis 
ion of the forces of the United States, consisting of two or 
more brigades, shall have the following officers attached 
thereto, who shall constitute the staff of the permanent 
commander thereof, viz: one assistant adjutant general 
and one assistant inspector general, who shall bear, re- 


spectively, the rank of major, and who shall be assigned |! 


from the Army or volunteer torees. Also three aids-de- 
camp, to bear the rank of captain, to be appointed by the 
President, upon the recommendation of the commander of 
the division, and the appointment to cease upon the expi- 
ration of his division command. Also one medical director, 
to bear the rank of major, and to be assigned from the sur 
geons or assistant surgeons of the regular Army, or from 
the brigade surgeons of volunteers. The division com 
mander may detail an officer of his command, of the rank 
of captain, to act as judge advocate of the division, or a 
lieutenant of said command, upon the recommendation of 
said commander, may be assigned by the President to act 
as such division judge advocate, who shall bear the rank of | 
captain while su assigned. Said officers shall receive the 
same pay and allowances as are provided by law for officers 
of cavalry of corresponding rank. Officers of the regular | 
Army, assigned and detached to staff duty, as above pro 
vided, shall, upon the cessation of such service, resume 
their positions in the regular Army, with the same rank and 
promotion as if they had continued to serve in their own 
The senior officer of artillery in each | 
division shall, in addition to his other duties, act as chief 
of artillery and ordnance at the headquarters of the division. 


The amendment was agreed to. | 

The bill was regorted to the Senate as amended, | 
and the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order | 
is before the Senate being the bill (S. No. 151) 
to confiscate the property and free the slaves of 
rebels, on which the’Senator from California is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HALE. I simply want the floor a minute 
to make a privileged motion to reconsider a vote, 


in order to have it entered. I move to reconsider || 


the vote by which the Senate concurred in the re- | 
port of the committee of conference on the civil 
appropriation bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion will | 
be entered. 

Mr. BROWNING. I wish to know from the 
Senator from New Hampshire what is the title of 
the bill. Is it ‘An act making appropriations 
for sundry civil expenses of the Government for 
the year ending 30th June, 1863?’ 

Mr. HALE. Yes sir; the report submitted by 
Mr. Pearce, on Thursday, I think. 

Mr. BROWNING. I will inform the Senator 
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approved by him, and so reported to the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr. HALE. I ean inform the Senator that 
that does not deprive me of my consututional right 
to move a reconsideration. 

Mr. BROWNING. I thought I would give 
you the information. 

Mr. HALE. While I am up I will give my 
reason for the motion if the Senate will indulge 
It is because I see by the 
report in the paper—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not in order, 
in the opinion of the Chair, to move to reconsider 
the vote ona bill which has passed from the Sen- 
ate. The order would be ordinarily to send a 
message recalling it if it were ina position to be 
That is the practice of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. As this is a matter of some con- 
sequence, | want to have it settled. The Senator 
from Massachusetts says the Senator from Ilinois 
is mistaken in his information. 

Mr. SUMNER. I will state that the bill that 
passed the Senate on Friday I have seen this 
morning in the hands of the engrossing clerk, and 


|| it was to be taken, I think, by the Secretary of the 
The motion was agreed to. | 
| 


|| remember the title of it. 


Senate to the other House. I do not precisely 


Mr. BROWNING. There may bea misunder- 


| standing between the Senator and myself. 


Mr. SUMNER. There may be a misunder- 


| standing in regard to the title. 


Mr. BROWNING. The bill I refer to is House 


| bill No. 154, entitled an act making appropria- 


tions for sundry civil expenses of the Govern- 


| ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1863, 
| and additional appropriations for the year ending 


the 30th of June, 1862. That bill has been laid 
before the President, and has received his signa- 
ture, and has been reported as approved to both 
Houses. 

Mr. SUMNER. Does the Senator remember 
when it was laid before the President? 

Mr. BROWNING. I[can give the information 
in an instant, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Chair may 
be allowed a moment, he believes that the bill en- 
titled the legislative and executive appropriation 
bill is within the province of the Senate—that is, 
if the Senate has it not, it can reach it, as there 
are disagreeing votes between the two Houses. 

Mr. BROWNING. This bill was laid before 
the President on Saturday. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then that cannot be the bill 
that passed on Friday; because that had to go to 
the House, as there were Senate amendments to 
be acted on by the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can explain the matter to 
Senators. The civil bill and the legislative bill 
are distinct bills. The civil bill is now a law 
signed by the President. The legislative bill has 
to go back to the House. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The legislative bill 
has gone back to the House. 

Mr. HALE. I beg pardon of the Senator from 
California for a moment; but I want this bill—l 
read from the report in the Globe: 

**The message further announced that the House of Rep 


resentatives had agreed to the report of the committee of 


conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 


| the bill (H. R. No. 154) making appropriations for sundry 


that the bill has been laid before the President, || 


civil expenses of the Government for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1863, and additional appropriations for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1862.” 

Upon which Mr. Pearce submitted a report 
from the committee of conference. Has that bill 
gone to the President and been signed? 

Mr. BROWNING. Yes, sir; that bill has been 
approved by the President, and been reported as 
approved to both Houses of Congress. 

Fhe VICE PRESIDENT. And the time within 
which a motion to reconsider should be made has 
also expired on that bill. . 

Mr. HALE. To-day is Monday, is it not? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That bill passed 
on Wednesday or Thursday last. 

Mr. HALE. IthinkI can understand the rea- 
son why it was hurried to the President so quick 
and put out of the reach of reconsideration. Any- 
body who will read the report will understand it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
California is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HALE. One single moment. The reason 
I make this motion is that 1 am informed 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I object. 

Mr. HALE. I will not occupy but a minute. 





there 





7 es) * 
* dip ee THR 


. 
~ eee 


oy me’ 
me 


dam, “ied 


‘getty atk 
hae 


ta pa tak 


gre shee 


ae 





Phe VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
( / : i} t re entitled to 


\TION OF PROPERTY 
"| lo resu It consideration of the 
1) ifiscate the property and 
fj ; 
M 1¢-DOUGALL addressed the Senate for 
tw f, and without finishing, cave 


vi sion. { His peech Cotmi- 
ind in the Appe ndix } 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


nro eeded to th con ideration of 
iness; and after being some time 
i therein, the doors were reopened, and th 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, March 3, 1862. 


‘| Ho met at twelve o’clock, m. . Prayer 
( 1, Rev. Taomas H. Stockton. 
j J ! friday last w isreadandap} roved, 
ENGAGEMENT AT DRAINESVILLE. 
| SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
be blou 1 communication from the Sec- 
! \ t VW , ' mitting a report of the en- 
Dra ville, in answer to a resolu- 
Lio of Representatives of January 
iso, ih wi referred to the joint com- 


iuct of the War, and ordered to 


PURCHASES OF HORSES. 


| LAER hy ! nous mnsent, 
il ynamuas from th 
War, in relation to the purchas f 
( nel Willtams’s regiment, in answer 
! He 2° of Jan ary 17, 186): 
it tcommutee on Gov- 
nd ordered to be printed. 


EDI j OF DISABLED HORSES. 
| SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
{ llouse a communication from the 
War,in further answer to the resolu- 
tlouse of December 2, 186], in refer- 
e feeding of disabled horses; which was 
i to the ect committee on Government 

ra . ind ordered to be printed. 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF WAR DEPARTMENT. 


, 

efor -Llouse a communication from the 

clary of W ir, transmitting a reporton the con- 
; 


texpenses of the War Department; which 
v laid upon the table, and ordered to be print d. 


| SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent 
e wl 


OFFICERING OF VOLUNTEER COMPANIES. 


"] SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent 
re the Llouse a communication from the 


s 
{ t of Representatives, of the 20th ultimo, 
that full companies of troops who 
d from Ohio and other States, and 
ed ito service by the War Depart- 
now refused commissions to their of- 
f 1 the Federal Government, and are 
{ to be ymmissioned, if at all, by the 
Crus I eS y!vania, and this, too, against 
earnest protestof such companies. The Sec- 
retary, iswer thereto, submits a report from 
\e jutan Gener il, who deems il necessary, 
ireport anderstandingty, that he sh ull 
| with a statement of the alleged facts 
h case which the resolution contemplates. 
'¥ communication was laid upon the tal le, 
{ ordered to be printed, 
SALES AND GRANTS OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
Che SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
ore the House a communication from the 
S ivy of the Interior, transmitting a statement 


c i for by resolution of the House of January 
20), Leb2, relative to the quantity of public lands 


disposed of by sale and grants since the 30th of 


June, 1859; which was laid upon the table, and 
ot u red to be pr nted, 
OREGON AND WASILINGTON WAR CLAIMS. 
On motion of Mr. WALLACE, of Washing- 


ton, by unanimous consent, joint resolution S. 


* War, in answer to the resolution of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


No. 25, prescribing the mod of paying the awards 

thorized by the act of 2d of March, 186], for 
setting the Washington and Oregon war debt, 
was taken from the Sy iker’s table, read a first 
and second time, and referre d to the Committe: 
on the Judi lary. 


S. FERGUSON BEACH. 
Mr. DAWES, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, made a report in writing on the memorial 


of S. Ferguson Beach, pr i\vying to be admitted to 
a seat in the House as a Representative from the 
seventh congressional district of Virginia, accom- 
panied by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That 8. Ferguson Beach is not entitled to a 
eatin t Hou is A Representative in the Thirty-Sev 
enth Cong trom the seventh congressional district of 
Virginia, 

The report was laid upon the table, and ordered 


to be printed 
COMPENSATION OF A DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 


t 


Mr. BLAIR, of Virginia, by unanimous con- 
roduced a joint resolution regulating: the 


ent, intro 
compensation of the district attorney for the west- 
ern district of Virginia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee onthe Ju- 
dici ry, ind ordered to be printed. 


RAILROADS IN MISSOURT. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I move to take from the 


Speaker’s table joint resolution H.R. No. 37, 
in relation to certain railroads in the State of 
Mi ivi, returned from the Scnate with amend- 


ments, with a view to dispose of it. 

Mr. STEVENS. That may give rise to some 
debate. 1 beg leave to report first from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means the tax bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. IL hope the gentleman from 
Pe nnsylvania will postpone thata moment. There 
are but three amendments, and two of them are 
merely verbal. 1 wish to submit a motion that 
the House agree to the second and third amend- 
ments, and disagree to the first. 

There bi Ing neo ol ji! clon, the joint re solution 
was taken from the Speaker’s table,and theamend- 
ments were read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The lasttwoamendments are 
merely verbal; but the first, which is to strike out 
the preamble, is substantial. I move that the 
House non-concur in the first amendment, and 
concur in the other two. 

Mr. PRICE. I hope the House will not disa- 
gree to the firstamendment. ‘The friends of the 
joint resolution are willing to take it as it passed 
the Senate, and delay would be very prejudicial 
to the roads in Missouri. I hope, therefore, the 


gentleman from Indiana will withdraw his oppo- | 


sition. I move that the House agree to the first 
amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 think there had better be 
a commiitee of conference on the joint resolution, 

Mr. OLIN. I hope the House will agree to the 
amendment of the Senate. Ido not think that the 
striking out of that preamble would alter the legal 
effect of the billatall. It is important, if the bill 
is to pass, that it should pass now, and I hope, 
therefore, the House will agree to the amendment. 


Mr. HOLMAN, L[ trust that my course in ref- 


erence to this joint resolution proves that | am 
anxious todo entire justice to the Missouri roads; 
but the preamble asserts the proposition that the 


Government has a right to free transportation over 
roads to which grants of land bave been made. 
That assertion seems to me to be very important 
in connection with the joint resolution itself. I 
hope, therefore, that the House will not consent 


that that preamble shall be stricken out. It puts || 


the case upon the ground that we have a right to 
free transportation; but that, in view of the injury 
which these roads have received from the enemies 


of the country, and in view of the absolute neces- | 


sity of keeping them open for the use of the Gov- 


ernment, the Government will, therefore, pay the | 


actual cost of transportation, lt seems to me to 


be of vital importance that the preamble should i] 


be retained. 


Mr. OLIN. Let me make one suggestion to | 
the gentleman. | appeal to every man with three | 
grains of sense in the House, if it is not perfectly | 


obvious that a mere congressional resolution as to 
what is the legal effect of a legislative measure 
does not alter the law atall, and that the assertion 
in this preamble, that the Government has a right 


to the use of these roads under the existing law, || 


and, therefore, it is not of the least importancs 
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vheneve r necessary, does not alter the law at aj}? 
Nobody will dispute that proposition. It is 
that under the existing law we have that right, 
, : i in 
the world to assertin the preamble to this re Solu- 
tion that the Government has, in the judgmen 
Congress, a right to use these roads. a 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then why was itstrick; n 
outs 

Mr. OLIN. It wasa kind of barnacle stickine 
to the joint resolution—a humbug. I would haye 
moved to, strike it out myself, but I thought it of 
no importance. 

Mr. HOLMAN, [assert that the joint rego- 
lution itself is to be construed by the di c] iration 
contained in the preamble; thatthe preamble con- 
tains the construction which Congress places upon 
the grant contained in the bill. Every gentleman 
understands the effect ofa precedent, and the dan- 
ger of this precedent is manifest, unless Congress 
declares the motives which induce it to enact this 
law. 

Mr. STEVENS. [think the joint resolution 
had better go to a committee of conference, | 
move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The firstamendment of the Senate, striking out 
the preamble, was disagreed to. 

The second and third amendments were agreed 
to. 


tof 


TAX BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill to provide internal 
revenue to support the Government and pay th 
interest on the public debt; which was read a first 
and second time. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the stat 
of the Union, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the bill be mad 
the special order for Wednesday week at on 
o’clock. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. That is too short 
a time to examine a bill which it has taken the 
committee no less than two or three months to 
prepare. I suggest to the gentleman that he make 
it the special order for this day two weeks. 

Mr. STEVENS. I cannot agree to that. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Then I object to 
making ita special order. . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
objects to the bill being made a special order. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 1 do not object to 
its being made a special order; but I object to the 
time proposed to be fixed for it. 

TheSPEAKER, The Chair cannot accept that 
as an objection to the special order. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I withdraw the ob- 
jection,if the gentleman from Pennsylvania insists 
on fixing it for Wednesday week. 

Mr. STEVENS. I think that that is far enough 
off. 

Several MemBers. Too far. 

Mr. COLFAX. I move to amend by fixing the 
time for next Monday—one week from this day. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object to that dis- 
tinctly. 

Mr. STEVENS. I suggest to gentlemen that 
I mean to follow this motion witha motion to print 
a large number of copies of this bill for circulauon, 
so that our constituents all over the country may 
have an opportunity to read and examine it. 

Mr. COLFAX. I suppose that the debate on 
this bill in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union will be atsome-length, and wi! 
elicitthe views of gentlemen and their constituents. 
I think we ought to commence next Monday, s 
it will take some time to get through with the 
bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to know 
whether there is objection to the bill being made 
a special order? 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object, unless the 
time be fixed. 

Mr. COLFAX. I withdraw my amendmert. 

There being no objection, the bill was made a 
special order for Wednesday week. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that ten thousand 


extra copies of the bill be printed for the use of 


members. 


TheSPEAKER. That motion goes to the Com- 


mittee on Printing. 
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